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Abstract
In thelast decade or so much scholarly attention has been given to the study of the gendered aspect of ethnondiond
conflicts trying to undestand men® and women(@ experiences in a conflict situation and to what extent this shapes
different types of intervention for peacemaking and peacebuilding (Sylvester,1989 Enloe 19881989 2000,
Cockbum.1998,2004 Maynard & Winn 1997,Golan 1997, Sharoni, 1995,etc) Are women( experiences of the conflict
different? Do women across the divide have a different voice than the maingream dominant discourses as are produced
by respective leaderships in apdriarchd system? Is militarism and violation of human rights experienced differently
by women in corflict sodeties? Are women@ needs across the divide different from each other and from those of men?
This article triesto answver the abovequestionsfocusang on afeminist undestanding of corflict in Cyprus
Specificaly, empirical data/narratives (199596, 2003)will be used from different inter-ethnic women® workshopsin
which the author was either a participant obgerver or afacilitator. Cypriot women@® voices and experiences are diverse
and multiple. Both men and women are sodaized in the same naiondist paradigm and this can explain howin the
initial phases of the dialogueprocesses both groupsof women tended to reproduce the official discourses. Thar own
experiences and differentiated voices started emerging only after a gender undestanding of the conflict was introduced
aswell astrug and conflict resolution skills were being ingtituted in the dialogueprocess. Furthermore, women(3
dialoguecame to chdlengethe omnipotence of the state and thusallows for a new space for diversity and a marketplace
for ideasto emerge

Introduction

Flying Away to the Other Side

Our birthplace is split in two and we
Are caughton barbed wire-hyhrids
Turk and Greek alike

Qsit December isit July

Choos your Side

Areyou Turkish or Greek

There® no Purgatory in betweenO

EEEEEEEEEEE.

We cannotbefrom both Sides

Because we are two, oneand the other
Yourefused to bdievein:

We are londinessitself (OW. Yashin 2000,p.15)

Choose your Side!

In ethnondiond conflicts members of oppsng paties are called through dornmant nationd
naratives, which ae pariarchal, militaristic and ovesmplified, to choo their side and locate

themselves on the conflict map. Chronobgy, (December 1963, 1967,uly 1974, 198344 to



mentionthe mog recent and contested daes) and issues, such as victimhood, tuth, human rights
violations judice acquire a monofoal, musculinist meaning according t the proaesses of
condructing memories and forgetting which enter into what Volkan (1987, p. 15.)@ly termed
Qhon glories and dhosen traumas O What are theimplicationsof this bipolar scenario for
women and anflict resolution goups who view political and @éhnonaiond conflicts as having a
multi-layered texture? Does a conflict culture, asit is d€ined by masculinist politics, oneof whos
many tasksis tha of enemy condruction, allow a narow space for the development of dternative
optionsand andyses? What is afeminist undastanding of the Cyprusconflict and wha have been
the Cypriot womenOsnterventions?

To discuss the above questionsthis article will present a feminist analysis of gender and
conflict in Cyprusand howtheinscription of conflict onto the Cypriot landscape can be changad
through feminist practices such as dialogue and @nflict resolution workshops Theconditution of
the OremyO for bdt Greek and Turkish Cypriots and the ways in which, throughconflict resolution
workshops Cypriots attempt to re-negatiate thar sense of each other, and of te conflict in which
they find themselves will dso bepresented.

| will first give abrief history of the Cyprus conflict S0 as to contextudize our ensuing
discussion. Then as a Greek Cypriot who has been involved in bicommunal peace and conflict
resolution work for ove twenty-five years | present part of my own experience of bang dalized
into the Genemy imageOand how! chdlenged tha inscription. | then refer to the Turkish Cypriot
experience in the Genemy sodidlizationOprocess whereby | use both primary and sconday daa.
Second, ageneral discussion on Gnde and Confict followed by an andysis of Cypriot womenOs
attempts to renegotiate thar sense of each other, thar multiple identities and the conflict. | use

empirical data from conflict resolution womenOsvorkshopsand inter-ethnic dialogues during the



period of 199596, 19992001, aad 2003 m which | was a participant or aparticipant-observer and
or afacilitator. Fndly, | highlight some lessonslearned and the need for future systematic research.
One of the assumptionsupon which | work is tha both the feminist perspectives and conflict
resolution pro@sses open gaces for mutual acknowledgement of power disparities, creation of
empathy, the nead for amotionality and aCheed for ohernessOwhich lead to the development of a
new shared narative representing the Qvhole storyOavoiding thus @ompartmentalizationOof
issues which conditute pat of the current unresolved Cyprusproblem. The present dominant,
official narative is confrongtional, and adversarial based on te Qus and themOdichotomy and the
Qeither EorO mentality.

Feminism as an ideologyin dl its different perspectives came to question hpolarities and
sodal (dass, color, reigion, ghnicity, sexudity, etc) and gender divisionsas well as existing
ideologies and conventional political thought as inadequate vehicles for advancngthe sodal role of
women. The different kindsof feminism have succeeded in establishing gender and gende
perspectives as important themes in arange of academic disciplines and in rasing @NCiOUNESS
aboutgende issuesin pubic life in general (Beasley 1999, Feedman 2001, &aroni 1995) As have
other soda reform movements, feminism has lain enphasis on issues of equdity, identity and
difference. Patriarchy became an organizing conoept to describe the power relationsbeween men
and women and howmale daminance paemeates al walks of life be it in the family, education,
politics (issues of war and pexce) a work and development. Millet (1970, p.25) deeribed for
ingance Optriarchal govanment as an inditution whereby that hdf of the popuace which is female
is controlled by that hdf which is male.O Be suggested that pariarchy contains two princples:
male shdl dominae female, dder male shall dominae younge.O Btriarchy is thusa hierarchic

sodiety characterized by bdh sxud and generationd oppression. Accordingto Sylvester (1989)



patriarchy is a system of power relations which areates and bdsters male supremacy and denotes
the historical depth of womenOsxploitation and opprasion. §/lvester maintainsthat its emergence
at different times in dfferent sodeties maybe linked to man-the-hunerOsuse of tools as weaponsto
assault, and conquer. Sodalist feminists tend o emphasize the econonic aspects of pariarchy and
in ther view pariarchy opeates closaly with capitalism whereby gende subordnation and dass
inequdity becomeinterlinked systems of oppression. Conneted to this is the feminist questioning
of the private/pulic divide, an aspect that interests usin this article as well as the pasition that the
Opesond is political Cas articulated by radical feminism. As oneof the Turkish Cypriot women said
in adialoguesession in 2003, @ want a solution (of the Cyprusconflict) to biing aculture of
induson, everyonehaving avoice, everyonehaving an oppotunity to contribute to change | want
an end  dl divisonsOANnd aTurkish Cypriot remarked, @ want a settlement to gan freedom
from fear of renewed violence, freedom from suppression, freedom of geech, freedom to chooe
my own directionE.O

One of the undelying prindples of conflict resolution is the acknowledgement that power
inequditiesin dl its manifestationinduding economic asymmetries conditute causes of conflicts.
The Basic Human Needs (Burton 1990) prspective pronotes the view tha issues of identity,
security, recognition, judice, and dignity need to befulfilled in conflict soaeties whereby no group
would feel bang domnated by another. Within this undestanding conflict resolution meets
feminism in thecommon gal to biing éout sodal and poltical changetha would ben€fit all
partiesinvaved. Divided sodeties often view conflict as genderless and mobilize all polity to
ascribeto this Ontiond caused. Agendered undestanding and andysis of the conflict experience is
thusnecessary so asto gan new indghtsinto the causes of the conflict and the kind of conflict

accommodaion and da changetha would bedesirable. Both a feminist and conflict resolution



perspectives would pronote the view tha both 9desO fars, needs, interests and mnaernsand menOs
and womenOgpresence and ontributionswould beequdly valued thuschallenging the pariarchd
nornsin duch deties. An interactive problem-solving approah, as has been usd in the
peacebuilding work in Cyprus addresses adversarial masculinist conflict noms and power
asymmetries which characterize deeply-divided socdeties and proposs a nenv undestanding of and
trandormation in the relationship of the parties in conflict ( Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgis 1998, Rouhaa
& Korpe, 1997). ATurkish Cypriot woman aticulated it in a 2003 hter-ethnc encounter, @ want
people to be able to really try to talk to each other, to communicate the sories which & present we
only hold in our mndsbecause of fear. | want to hear thar ideas aboutwho we are. | then want to
start anew story for ourcounty, anew reationship.O
Before | moveto my own experience of the Oremy condructionO | Wl give below a brief
history of the Cyprusconflict.
History of the Cyprus Conflict

The geo-strategic location of Cyprugn the easternmog part of the Mediterranean £40 miles
south coast of Turkey, 60miles from Syria, a100 mles from Lebanon, 250miles north of Egypt
and 600 niles southeast of GreeceN have made it vulnerable to outside conquests and
interference. Whichever power dominaed the regionalso controlled Cyprus Thevarious
conqueorsin different historical peiod left ther imprints on thelocal landscape but by far the
predominant character of the island has been ddermined in the second millennium B.C. with the
arrival and sttlement of the Mycenaean/ Achaeans from mainland Greece. They formed dty-
kingdons on the Minoan modd, and introduced the Greek language, religion and aulture. To this
day the Greek Cypiiots, especially the naiondists, refer to this paiod to dress the Hellenic heitage
and its continuity to the present. Another point of reference for the Greek Cypriots is the Byzantine
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glory and aulture The fall of the city of the Byzantium, Congantinople, to the Ottomans marked a
deep historical trauma for the Greeks and this gave rise to many petriotic mythsto emergein
popukr cultureand <hool textbooks Both Hellenism and Greek Orthodoxy fomed the culturd
configuraion of the Greek Cypriots.

The Turkish Cypriot naiondists, on tie other hand, dress the three centuries of the Ottoman
presence (1571-1878)tha determined theinter-ethnic character of theidand andthus claim the
idand is Turkish. During the Ottoman rule the peasants, Christiansand Modems of theidland lived
and worked togeher unde smilar conditionswhereby rdigiousdifferences did notaffect
experiences of exploitation and povety of them, GE the Ottoman system of land tenure and
primitive agriculturd practices were common © boh communities..O(Crawshaw, 1978, p.122).
Thusin the pre-nationalist erathere were several uprisingsby the Christian and Moslem popuktion
of Cyprusagang theruling dite which was made up of Qtoman administrators, landlords and the
highe Orthodox dergy which enjoyed high privileges untl the Greek war of independence in
1821) (HIl 1952, Kounmoulides, 1974, Hdjipaviou-Trigeorgis 1987, Kzilyurek, 2002).

After the Ottoman rule, some of the Mosems who gayed on heidland ogether with
Islamised Latinsand Greeks (a practice used to pay fewer taxes) formed wha became the Turkish
Cypriot community. By 1960the Turkish Cypriots comprised 18 percent of the population, Greek
Cypriots 80 pecent, with 2 pecent Armenians Maronites and Latins The Population today is
about 750,000ilving in the south and dose to 200,0001 the North (checkE.

In 1878 he British took control of theisland, and Cyprusbecame a British colony in 1925
and acquired drategic importance after they los the Suez Cand. It isimportant to mentionthat the
emergence of the Greek nation gatein 184 and the trendsof modenity had a great impact upon

the traditional society of Cyprusas well as on thetraditional co-existence of Mudims and



Christians Rdigiousidentities were ethicised and aplit in the coexistence fabric was introduced in
the form of exclusve identities of Greeks and Turks accompanied by the past myth of Otstoric
enmity between Greeks and TurksO Tis impact crystallizes during the anti-colonial struggle in
195559 whereby the Greeks of Cyprusfoughtthe British for @nossO(urion) with GnotherlandO
Greece and the Turks of Cyprusfor Qaxim,Opatitionthat is, union of pat of theidand with
OnotherlandOTurkey. The 1950swas also aperiod of the rise of intense inter-ethnic mistrugt,
sugpicion and fears. According © Turkish Cypriot writers (Salih 1968, Ndjatigil, 197, Kizilyurek
2003), he Turkish Cypriot leadership expected that soone or later the Greek fighters would
terrorize the Turkish Cypriot community, and $ by 1957 he Orurkish Resistance OrganizationO
(TMT) was formed in an effort to counteract the E.O.K.A ( Nationd Organization of Greek
Cypriot Fighters). EOKA, which was led, by the Orthodox Churb, andthe guerrilla section of he
movement by General G. Grivas and oher conservative factionsin the community was viewed as a
Qerrorist organizationO byhe colonia government. The organization excluded theleft because
Qhey (naiondists) werein ahurry © have enoss realized 9 as to hdt the spread of communism,
the enemies of God and HellenismO(Markides, 1977, p.15). fiuswe see a plit notonly between
communities butalso within each community leaving little space for co-existence and copeation.
Furthermore, these organizationswere conservativein orientation and bdh designed and run by
men in agdrictly pariarchal and exclusonary manne. Women hal no voce butadopt the male
agendaof uational struggleQ

The British poiticised communal differencesto srve their colonia interests intheMiddle
East (Pollis, 1976, 1998). Tiis reinforced therise of the two antagonistic naiondisms and
competing visionsfor Cyprusbased on ech groupO&rimordia atachmentsOto their respective

motherlands According to Kitromilides (1976 p.156) oubf the configuraion of two oppogd,



congervative and authoritarian naiondisms symbolically antagonistic, and mutudly exclusve,
developdd the didectic of intolerance that provided theideologcal content of ethnic conflict

Cyprusis a case of an imposed agreement whereby acompromise settlement was worked
out by ouside stakeholders--Greece, Turkey and BritainN excluding bah patition and unbn, and
ingead pronoted independence, which led to the creation in 1960 of be CyprusRepublic. The two
Cypriot leaders, Dr. F. Kutchuk and Archbishop Mekariosaso sgned the OlondonZurich
agreementO (Xdis, 1973). Becolonisation, however, has never been completed snce the British
still hold two sovereign bases on te isand occupying 99 sjuae miles of theterritory and often
served as NATO bases (see map bdow) .

Thetop-down settlement ignored local realities (culture of intolerance, mistrus and inter-
ethnic antagonism) and micro level concerns (Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgis 1987)and thus the
conditutiond arrangements tha were dso divisive leaving no roan for integraive politics to arise
remained fragile. When President Makarios submitted his 13 anendments to the conditutionthe
Turkish Cypriots interpreted this as athreat to their commund rights and together with Turkey they
regjected them. Inter-ethnic violence brokeoutin December 1963and later in 1967 Kyriakides,
1968). This crisis resulted in the creation in 1963 of he GGreen lineQ that is, adividing linein the
capital of Nicogato keep the two warring factionsapart. This Line was dravn by aBritish
commander and was later (March 1964) ptrolled by the United NationsPeace Keeping Force.
Turkish Cypriot enclaves were set upin the major cities of theisland where Turkish Cypriots
moved for security reasons(Patrick 1976,Attalides 1979). Theyear 1967 wtnessed thefirst
conaete move for divisonand sgregation of thetwo communities in the creation d a ORovisiond
Turkish Cypriot Administration®. e Turkish Cypriots having withdrawn from thegovernment in

1963 cludvely the Greek Cypriots ran the CyprusRepublic. During these crises Turkey tried to



invadethe idand bu the American administration prevented it for fear of awar between two NATO
alies, Greece and Turkey.

The period between 1963 ad 1974 ves a time of unequd soda and econonic development, a
factor that drew the two communities further gpart, and areality that persists to thisday. Greek
Cypriots experienced econamic progerity and nodernization, whereas Turkish Cypriots entered a
period of eonamic and aulturd dependency on Turkey, which they regarded as their (orotectorO
from Greek Cypriot daminaion. Their leadership pronoted partition & the desirable solution
reviving pat grievances and hatred between Greeks and Turks Efforts through he United Nations
Secretary General Ogyjood offices to find acompromise solution led nowhere. In July 1974 he
Greek juntalaundhed acoup d«tat to topde the Makarios govenment and there followed the
Turkish invasionson dly 20 and Augug 14, respectively. Thisled: to defacto partition of the
island, to the rearrangement of the Green Line to the Ghttila LineO(120 niles long);to the
displacement of nearly onethird of the Greek Cypriot popuation (ébout180,000)and of aout
60,000 Turkish Cypriots, to thekilling ofhundreals of people from bath sdes, to the unknown fate
of thousandsof missing pesons and © an econonic catastrophe.

In 1983 he Turkish Cypriot leadership in conaultation with Turkey declared the Orurkish
Republic of Northern Cypru©(TRNC) but failed to gdn recognition byany other country but
Turkey. This meant internationd isolation of the Turkish Cypriot community and increased
dependency onTurkey in dl aspects. Over the years the damogrgphic compostion in the north hes
changed with the influx of ove 80,000 gople from the poor Anaolian regions They became
known as Qhe settler problemQ Theissue of (non)reognition thusbecame amajor political official

tool to intimidate and prevent citizensfrom reaching to each aher across the military lines.



A long ®ries of inter-communal high-level negotiationshave been conduded on and off
since 1975 undeUN auspices, butto this day no areement has been reached. All these
negotiationswere exclugvely condicted by male pditiciansand this gendered aspect was never
guestioned 2 was the latest initiative led by the UN Secretary General in wha became known as
the AnnanPlanOfor a comprehensve settlement of the Cyprusconflict. This plan was defeated in
referenda on April 24, 2004, ereby the Greek Cypriots voted 76 % OdDd the Plan and 67% of
the Turkish Cypriots voted O¥sO. Tis marked anew turning pant in the recent history of the
conflict in the sense that the Gupe ordinate godO(Sherif 1961) he accession of heisland i the
European Union was not srong exoughto overcome past divisionsand fears.

Each d9de gill hddsa separate vision of wha kind of Cyprugt imagines. Each dde offers
conflicting interpretationsof theterms (iizondity, bi-commundity, federation, and reunifi cationQ
All these are concepts used inthe High-level agreements of 1977 ad 1979 ad were accepted by
the leaders of both communities. The GAnnan AanOwas largely based on hose guidelines and
attempted to marry the competing interpretationsas well as address the fears, grievances and
interests of both commurities. Thefinal version, acompromise, in the Annan Ran, VOwas put
before the people of both communities in the form of areferendum. The Turkish Cypriot majority
viewed the QAnnan AanOas an oppotunity for the future whereas for the majority of the Greek
Cypriots it was a dangerousrisk that would have led to the dissolution of the Cyprusrepublic and
thuslead to new political adventures. The major issues of security, guaantees for the
implementation ofthe Plan, territorial adjugments, and the propety rights marked disagreements
and mntestationsin the Greek Cypriot community. A by-produd of the conflict was the creation of
new economnic ditesin boh communities subsequently many of them remain invested in the
continugion of te conflict.
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The patia opening of the Line on April 23, 2003, bytte Turkish 9de, marked a historical
opporunity for inter-ethnic (re)apprachement. No violent incidents occurred; a public euphora and
adesire for solution and reunification were created. Moreover, the 2003electionsin the North of
Cyprusgave a mgjority to the pro-solution forces headed by aleft wing prime minister, Mr. M.
Talat. Turkish Cypriots, primarily women and youh were outin the streets pronoting achangeto
partition and ehnic division. In Turkey, for thefirst time, the govanment of Tayyip Erdogan
chdlengad the military bureaucratic establishment and suppored the @nnan Ran VOas well as
working its postion toward getting adae for European Union accession neyotiations. The decision
was taken on December 17, 2004 vinereby Turkey was given October 3, 2005 for he opening of
negotiations Turkey refused to urconditiondly recognize the Republic of Cyprusinsisting on a
Cyprussolution prior to October 2005. Intheory it is the expressed desire of all interested paties.

Polarization ensued after the referenda. The social and poitical euphoriaand hope have
died off in the Turkish Cypriot community. Ingead, suspicionsand arenewed sn<se of beraya
arose, especially anongthe Turkish Cypriot left. Bath theinternational community and the
Europen uniontook initiatives to help the Turkish Cypriot community get out of its decadesO al
isolationand econamic gagnaion. It sill remainsto see whether the present patition will contnue
asit iswith certain modificationsor whether reunification dforts would beintensfied in the
coming yer creating anew imagination for dl Cypriots.

In the meantime, new generationshave grown up in each community having dstorted
information @doutthe other and feelingsof mistrug, sereotyping and pgychdogical distancng..
Selective histories and memories are used as Qext,Oto déhumanize the other and thus judtify the
divison ( Hadjipaviou 2002, Bryat, 1999. It is within this context tha women and other socia
groupsfrom both sdes have been for years chdlenging the conflict culture and official narratives.
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The GAnnanPlan VObecame a victim of the adversarial, confronttiond politics onthe
idand. Thisfailurealso ponts outthe absence of a aulture for a lution as well asa lack of
linkages beween macro (Decision-making level) and micro (sodieta) level initiatives and activities
(Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgs, 1987, 1998). By aulture for a olution | mean the reframing of the
conflict as ashared probkem to besolved coopeatively whereby the Cypriots would be the owners
of thejoint agreement, thusboth sdes committed to a shared vision. All sate and ron-state
ingitutionseducation, the church, themedia, the semi govanmental organizations the NGOs, €c,-
should beactively engaged in the condruction of te culture for a solution, hat is preparing the
solution nentality and the emergence of new images and information abou the other (Hadjipaviou,
2004). Aculture for asolution would address the question of what is @jood for 4 CypriotsOand
would hare discussed the Annan Han or any other plan as acommon progct to bendfit both des.

Instead, gill everywhere in Cyprusthe militaristic environment and the @nemy imagesOare
visible in the barbed wires, the military pasts, the blue berets, and the blue and green poders which
read: Buffer UN Zone) Beware Mine Fields) ONO Entry; Occupied Zoned ead Zoned No
Photographs Security ZoneQ Hags of dl kindsare seen together or gart: the Greek flag, the flag of
the CyprusRepublic, the red Turkish flag, the blue UN flag, and he TRNC flag, and nowthe EU
flag, dl reminding ushow strong naional symbols and naionalism are sill on the idand.

Greek Cypriot women, mothe's and ssters, and those grandmothers who ae ill dive,
dressed in black and wearing black headscarfs hold tightly the phaogrgphsof thar missing loved
ones. These relatives, who have been indrumentalized by he sate, dand every Saturday at the
police check point in the buffer zonein Nicosa (see map bdow) notonly to express to passers-by
ther pan and right to knowwhat happened to thar relatives ance thirty years, butto dso project
the vadness of the barbarian atherQ The fear of coping with otherness excludes mention of he
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Turkish Cypriot missing snce 1963. Reently afeminist journdist raised through nterviews the
case of themissing in boh communities and anew investigation has just begun (S Ulutag 20034)

In the meantime the conflict culture pronotes the victimhood rog, often essentializing the
other in an effort to justify oneDown daim for jugtice and its political maximalist postions One of
the ingitutionsthat engage in the reprodudion of éhno-national conflict is both formal and
informal education. Bdow | give such an example from my own experiences.

Multiple and opposing realities: Diversity in “Enemy Images”

When | was achild inthemid 19509 learned that the British colonialists were my islandOs
enemy. This was during the Oanti-colonial, liberation grugde (195559)Owhich was fought by
brave E.O.K.A fighters demanding Enoss with GnotherlandOGreece. The Turkish Cypriots who
promoted dther the prdongdion of hecolonial statusquo or @ximQ partition also became my
islandOsnemy. Later, in high shoolin the mid 1960sTurkey became the fearful enemy which
tried unsiccessfully Qo invadethe fragile, indegpendent stateQ after the Turkish Cypriot insurrection
in December 1963 ad later in 1967. (The Greek Cypriot responsbility was slenced. | was told
nothing of theterror ome extremists from my community caused the Turkish Cyprots. The
expulsion and isolation they experienced. (I read aboutthe otherOerspective when | was at the
university and when | listened to Turkish Cypriots in conflict resolution workshopsin the early
19809. Had it not been for the American administration (Fresident Johnn), | was told, Turkey
would hare occupied theidand in 1964and 1967 taimingto have come to safeguard the lives of
the Turkish Cypriot minority.

In themid 1970s however, the American administration and its Central Intelligence
Agency (C.1.A) became the enemy tha plotted to destroy the nonaligned datus of my homeland

and to gd rid of the democratically dected presdent andturn Cyprusnto aNATO base.

13



| remember our eachers taking usto the National Stuggle Mussumto see the guillotine
where the colonialists hanged the young EOKA fighters. Some of ushad nightmares after such
vigits and hded the British. (Decades later, (early 19903 my daughter in the elementary school
experienced the same horror when taken to the same museum and to the Omprisoned gravesOof
EOKA heroes and howshe was told Qve mugt never forge their heroism and braveryQ.

Years later, thejunta which rued Greece from 196774, beame, togeher with Turkey, in
1974, he mog severe enemies Snce the first saged afascist coup (ketrayal of motherland) andthe
second (asaviour for the Turkish Cypriots) invaded militarily theidland, July 15 andJuly 20, and
Augusg 14, respectively. These dates conditute reference pants of naiond mourning in the Greek
Cypriot textbookssnce OAttila divided our horreland with many tragic consequences.OThe Greek
Cypriot children learn aboutnew heroes and nav enemies. In the meantime more Satues are
everywhereto commemorate their sacrifice and bravery. Pupils are reminded of thar responsbility
to liberate the @ndaved land) The QAttila TurksQ did na show any respect to ourchurches and
cemeteries and o archaeological stes, which are a proof of our Hllenic and Byzantine past. We
are condantly told tha our govenment has launched aninternaiond campaign for judice to
prevail on our gde. The Greek OrthodoxChurd has joined in the srugde. New textbooksare
written with the general theme Ol Do notForget and | $ruggleQ The sodaization into the conflict
continues to this day. Issues abouttextbodk revision and diminating réerences to othernessin a
demeaning way meet with resistance from naiondist educationists (The sate uses its power to
mobilize the youth for its own purpog as it hgopened in the prereferenda periodin March 2004,
where schoolchildren were seen promnoting the NoOvote wearing dickers from head to toe) .

When | became an aduit with two degrees, onefrom a British university and in the late 1980s
adodorae froman American unversity and aFulbright scholarship | travelled anumber of times
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to Turkey for conferences and for @wnflict resolution and gendea workshops And  wha have |
made out of this sodalizationinto multiple enemies? Through pesond experiences of meeting the
rtherGand my education in conflict resolution and feminist perspectives of conflict andysis | was
able to question the notion of yeneralized primordia enemiesOand discover that within the
QGenemy campOl coud find pexce activists, men and women with whom | could communicate and
work togeher. | dso discovered tha there are multiple narratives tha cut across gende, dass and
ethnicity. The ability to experience othersin dl ther contradictionsand complexities can srve as
antidotes to the Smplistic essentializing view tha acertain retionare Gl bad and will never
changed Mog importantly throughmy contacts with atherness | was able to learn agreat desl
aboutmyself and my community and that our llective identities are nota given bu are condantly
beng renggatiated and tha there isalot of overlap beéween Greek and Turkish cultures.

| have learned tha bah sdes havethar own share of responsbility in thecreationand
perpetuaion of the conflict thustheconflict is a shared prioblem. In fact the congruction of an
enemy serves aneed in tha an enemy is seen as areservoir into which dl our iared unwanted
aspects can be degposted. After my meeting the other | made a consciousdecisionto become
involved in hicommund groupsworking toward ftening the hard Lines and the conflict mentality.
Not an easy task because this involves reformulating existing knowedges, proesses and
overcoming smplistic dassifications

The Line “ No Permit to Cross! Occupied Area ”

Thislineis abouta 112mileslong dretching across theisland sparating usin North and
South. According 1o onégostioning in politics, ideology and history, this lineis referred to as the
green line, the ceasefire line, the dead zone, the demarcation line, the partitioning ling, the Attila
line, the no-manOsand, or theborder These different designaionsof the QineOconditute pat of
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the collective historical and poltical experiencein each Cypriot community. This Line has acquired
both asymbolic and aphyscal presence in our daly life. The ideology of rgpprochement after 1974
invited citizensto doaway with the Lineand rediscover or discover each other through dialogue

thusexploring the diverse cartogrgphy ofhistorical and poltical experiences.
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Cynthia Codkburnin he bookThe Line (2004) describes the performance of a Greek
Cypriot dancer Waking the Linein her effort to convase with the partition of Cypris and e
writes:

QWha drikes me aboutthis sceneis tha the dividing line ssems to bealive. The rope dithers and
dides, nowonething, nowanother. This helps me to see howageo-pditica partition is notjus
armored fencing, it isdso alineindgde ou heads and in our harts. In fact the physcal fenceisa
manifestation ofthese more cogritive and emotional lines that shape ourthoughs and feeling<E.
When we are afraid or angry & some identifiable moment, aline springsoutand pbntsitself in the
earth as abarrier. It becomes The Line, and passage across it is controlled, by wniformed men, at a
Checkpoint.O
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These internd Qlemarcation linesOare indeed themog diffi cult to rearrange because of the
emotional and pgchdogical baggagethey carry. A long proess of intervention is needed. This |
will describe later in the paper. | will now briefly refer to the Turkish Cypriot @nemy sodializationO

The Turkish Cypriot Context

From my experience in aoss-ethnic encounters and anflict resolution workshopsas well as
from recent Turkish Cypriot activists and authorswe hear of Smilar progessin @nemy
sodalization®taking dace in the Turkish Cypriot community. Theinformation provded hae
derives from both the officia discourse; the media and the persond sories paticipants shaein
conflict resolution workshopswhere the (persond narativeQis used as atool in recondliation.
Similar experiences of displacement and yrootng of theTurkish Cypriots, in bah the preand pos$
indgoendence periods 1958, 196364 and 1967, 1974 led to the development of aTurkish Cypriot
collective narative aboutthe therQ mainly the Greek Cypiiots who ae referred to as the GRumsO
and the @nemyQ This period is used as the mogt frequently quotd @hogsen traumaOto demonise
the other. The Turkish Cypriots experienced the military interventionin July 1974 & a (beace
opeationOand as aredemption oftheir long suffering in endaves (Volkan 1979).

Collective memories and ther reprodudion accentuate chosen aspects of the experience of
conflict and war, often disconrected fromtheir socal context, historical circumstances and material
conditionsand even human interactions Furthermore, official war narratives are often susained by
the reference to individud testimonies, audio-visud doauimentation ofatrocities pointing & the
crudty of the enemy as men in official posts have produed these. Many shools in the north of
Cyprus for ingance, carry the names of GnartyrsQ the statute of Kemal Ataturk and the two flags-

oneTurkish and the other the TRNC. Motherland Turkey as the QescuerOis promoted in dl official
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discourses. Many of these schools were prior to 1974 Geek Cypriot elementary or high shools
butas a Turkish Cypriot activist said:

Q donOthink any teacher would give an assignment to the students about the history of the
school building. O if sheor he would talk aboutit would be to give the historical narrative thet
would judify the situaion. Very probably it would belike this: Oour oppssed people were
liberated oneday thanksto the Turkish amy who gave usdl these opporunities for the future O
(Yashin 2002, p.415).

The Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot participants in conflict resolutiontraining
workshopsand nter-ethnic encounters, especialy the youth, come laden down with the Qvarbarian
otherOin thar mental maps. One of the young Turkish Cypriot women shared he experience with
the group, d&ter meeting the ther®

What | have learned in my school and the mass media aboutthe Greeks is notcompletely
true Discoveringit | feel pain and shamefor bang dheatedE a s children we learn not to chdlenge
what the authorities tell us The patriarchal system exerts control over usthrough faaticism and
militarism. | now know | have friendson he other sdeand | feel safe being with them.

Some other Turkish Cypriot paticipants, especially women, mentional the impact school
visits to the Museum of BarbarismOhave had on heir mindsand feelingsin congructing the
Qrud, fearful otherQ They later talked about the nightmares they experienced after that visit
(Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgs, 1998, Kllonan, 1998). In he wordsof afemale participant:

The education in our schools poisons the minds and souls of our young children who have had no experience
of the other community. We take the children to the Museum of Barbarism and we teach them to be afraid of
the Greeks and hate them. We show them the atrocities committed by the Greeks and the enlarged pictures of
mass graves. In the end they have nightmares. | am twenty-three years old and | still do. We must do
something to stop thisE We have no appropriate services to help these children deal with these fears and to
tell them that there are good Greeks too. Chauvinism and racism are on the increase. There is urgency to do
somethingE( Conflict resolution workshop, 1995)

Theissue of remembering and nd-forgetting ae sgnificant aspects of naiond narrative,

filled with martyrs, haoes, monunents, datues and pubic representations dl leading to a
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Patriarchal sense of Gur ndiond identity and familyQ never dlowing any hints about the presence
of a arbarousselfOwithin the arbarous otherObecause the naming of heenemy becomes a
shared sodo-culturd experience for each side.

Neshe Yashin , aTurkish Cypriot pcet, recalled as a pupi bang taken to this same museum
on aschool field trip:Oln ourchildhoodthey took usto the Barbarism MuseumE and we saw dead
people, we saw the blood and this because they want usto never forget thewarE. Seeing is
enacting agtory, a memory, ahistoryO(Killoran, 1998, p.163).

War and Pecifically inter-ethnic strife act as catalysts, in recharging and resurfacing un
addressed trauma, past grievances and indincts of survival creating petterns of benaviorsin
everyday life which am to ranforce the badness of the other (Evans& Lunn, 1997)The Turkish
Cypriot writer and poe, Mehmet Yashin, who ha been opposng @hnic separation, and militarism
spokein asmple and poverful way aboutthe abaurdity of the QusOand GhemOdichotomy in oneof
his poignant short poams titled ,@ur Cat@ TaleOshowing the denial of the existence of the
nhidden babarity in the usdand acknowledging insghtfully the GevilOwithin thein-group @ much
asin theoutgroup. And ya, this mutua recognition and acknowledgement of each otherOs

legitimate pan and auffering has taken place nether at official nor @ unofficial collective levels:

When | wasa child | used to wonde
If our Greek ndghbor® cat
Wasalso Greek.

Onedayl asked my mum

And shesaid cats were Turkish
Dogswere Greek

And dogsattacked thekittens

Much later oneday
What should | see?
Our cat waseating
Her own kitten.

(M. Yashin, 2001, p 81)
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Another point, which is profoundly made in the poan, refersto therole women gay in
reproduéng ndionsand the naiond agendas. According to Yuvd Davis (1993 ) tis notjug
bureaucracy andthe hegemonic intelligentsia who have access to date apparatus who reprodue
naionsbutaso women, biologcally, culturdly and ymbdically. Thedivision of avil sodety into
public and pivate domains and thuswomen and the family bang part of the private domain ae not
thoughtof as politically relevant. Furthermore, naiondism and ndionshave usudly been discussed
as pat of the puldic pditical sphee; theexcluson of women fromthat arena has aff ected the
excluson fromdiscourses as well (Yuvd-Davies 1993, p.622). Ad noreover as Cypriot women
said in adiadloguemeeting (2003)hey are expected to ranforce the redudive, ethnically produed
narative, which they interndize as bengther naiond duy.

But there are cases of others who chdlenge this Qluty Q For ingtance, after the opening of
the Green Line (borde) in Nicosa some Turkish Cypriot mothers who have crossed the Line told
me their sonsand daughters refused to aross to the other Sde because Qhey are scared the Greeks
will harm them as they did to our @mmurity in the 1960sOThemothers tried to cornvince them
tha nothing wong would hgppen andtha there were good peple on the other sdetoo butther
children were ill fearful, taking rduge in the images thar teachers and the media portrayed of the
rtherOacross the Divide. There are, of course, Greek Cypriots, many of my students (men and
women) for ingance, who ld me they would notcross to the notth because they were angry at the
presence of the Turkish amy and at the fact tha they had to show thear identification card to the
Turkish polce at the check pant: Qhisismy county and | am notgang o aforeign county so &
to have to showmy ID card. Anyway | have never met a Turkish Cypriot and | do rot know how to
approach them and what to say,Omany indst. Other students out of curiosty crossed the Line to
visit thar parents« vilages and hames butreturned disappdnted because the places were not as they
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had sen them in phobgraphsso they refuse to go aan. Some other Greek Cypriots refuse to drive
to the other Sde Ohat to dirty the wheels of ther carQ implying the other across theLineis dirty and
Qve are cleanO

The new genegationsunde theinfluence of thar schooling and official naratives have
formed an imaginary of the other and theinscription is often 0 sharp tha realities were formed on
assumptionsthat have never been tested. Once these images become complex and Hurred as
happensin conflict resolution workshopsthen the paticipants start confrorting their own mental
maps and with the hdp of afacilitator they Sart rearranging the mapping. Itis usudly a panful
process but a necessary oneif people want to move ahead beyond he conflict culture which
dichotomizes experiences and u®s hierarchies to poitically manipulate differences and undemine
any shared aulturd experiences. Thusthedistance widensamongg the people whereby the
militaristic and patriarchal aspect of the conflict prevails. | will nowturn o a brief discussion dout
womenOstruggles in conflict sodeties before | discuss the Cypriot womenOsxperiences.

Women’s Struggles and Feminist strategies

According o Cooneraswamy (2001)there exists aneed for more didloguewithin the
internaiond community aboutwhat is meant by Ogede lensD ad issues of feminism with regard
to conflict and conflict resolution. The discussion froma gende perspective of internaiond
conflict and pece building proesses is ganing ground m view of the ggos and limitationsof
existing internaiond policies and prograns, mainly framed by men, relating to conflict prevention
and anflict resolution. Thereis dso an increasing need to recongder the changing dobd context
of menOdives and contemporay masculinities. Today a plethora of literature looksa gendered

aspects of the soda phenomena of war and peace, of scurity and hunan needsinforming usof the

21



different sodalizinginfluences on howmen and women béhave and respond b these phenomena
(Pearson 2000, Cokburn 1998, Bloe 1983, 1990, Miynard and Winn 1997, $lvester1989).

It has dso been naed that the military asan ingitution plys abig role in rgorodudng
masculinity and femininity as aresult of its dgpendence on gende divisons For ingance as the
QusomOgoes fighting and wer is thejob and duy of @eal menGand women oughtbe excluded.
Alternaively women can end ime to upportthe men who hobd the gunsmorally, physcally and
materially. As Cynthia Enloeargued militaries notonly need OrenOhat is, to be willing o kill and
die on béndf of the sate to provether GanhoodO butilitaries aso need women to behave as the
Ogeda womenO(Berson and Runya 193, pp.834)

The consequences of aamed conflict on the lives of women and dildren has been well-
doaumented by ndiond and internaiond organizationsas this reflects on thelargeworld military
budge a the expense and cetriment of the civilian popustionOsieeds (Fisher 19987. War isthus
gendaed. War destroys everyday life, GE i nvolving the specific destruction ofthe homesteads,
animals, gadens shopsand merkets tha are the basis of family life. Women (in the war in Bosnia)
were the mgjority of those who became refugees and interndly displaced people. These were
shodingly unanticipated identities for women who hal lived thar previouslivesin a moden
developed county. Nothing red prepared them for thisO(Codkbum, 1998, p..). Bnilar has been the
experience of women refugees worldwide, induding the experience of Cypiiot women displaced in
196367 and 1974 ¢ this day.

Ann Ticker, wrotein 2001 &ou her experiences of the war and banbing of Kosovo and
how the media repotrts portrayed NATO spokesmen with charts, and meps briefing on bonbings

targets and the QvondersOof new high echnology werfare:
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Beyond theimages of the men, we saw more chaotic images of refugees many of them
women and children being héped by aid workers, many of them also women. All of them seemed
overwhdmed bythetask. These are dl gendaed images. male hearoes making scrifices for thar
counties, women far from the centers of power, caring for te victims or as victims themselves (p..)

Moreover as Coonreraswamy remindsusvictimization of women in ehnic conflicts takes
many forms, their bodies turned into patforms for revengeand humliation of the enemy:

(E i tis necessary to undestand tat rape, sexud violence and foreed pregnancy are
directly related to the male doninated ocial systems and vdues tha goven those who ae fighting.
A communityOshonor , epecially at times of conflict, often rests on the bodies of women. To ddile
tha honor sto humiliate the whole community. WomenOdodies become the batlefield, the point
of communication béween menkE (Coomeraswamy, 2001, p..).

Cynthia Codkburn (1998)@lso informs usfrom he research in conflict Exidden communities
that the role of women during conflict is primarily humanitarian (securing food, sidter, and helth)
aswell astryingto heal themselves and oters of ps/chological traumas and wounds Women put
ther traditiond roles asunde and become the main breadwinners, and heads of families.
Adolescent girls mature and become women more quickly and if mothers are killed they assume the
mother role. Women buid networksfor solidarity with other women and fam groypsto protest
resumption of violence both in and ouside thehome. For as Cynthia Enloe (1989,p.13) agues
Qhe naiond political arenais doninated by men butalows women some select access whereby
they are expected nd to shake masculine presumptiong).

After the warfare and violent conflicts women are called uponto re-condruct the society
and mend the pieces left. According © Brock-Utne (1985 p.33) wmenOsodidization and
experiences impart a privileged uncerstanding of oppresion, injugice, andthat, which passes for
power in apariarcha sodety. Many women in Boshia for indance advocated the establishment of

pesce inditutionsand centers to pronote nonviolence, the gende equdity agendaand womenOs

rights (Teselic 1997, Andric-Ruzcic 1997 McCann 1997 Glan 1997). In heaftermath of warfare,
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as Harding (1986, p.26)nforms usvictimization continues for both as widows and heads of
families women are unde great threat dueto odal conventions power relationswhich bolster
male supremacy or local traditionswhich often denote the depth of womenOsxploitation and
oppression. For ingance, in Rwanda where 57 pecent of the popuktion is female, the laws forbid
women from inheitingland or progrty and ae unde threat of eviction or €ly onmale relatives.

At aBakan womenOsonferencein Athens (February 2001) | was alarmed listening to the
women from dl the south-eastern Europen counties agresing that the role and postion of women
in thar counties has become more devalued and inferior than it used to bebédore the
democratization pro@sses began and tha domestic violence was on he increase. Gender
inequdities, womenOsxploitation, raffi cking of women and gils, povety and oppession have
become everyday experiences in these countries as new forms of colonialism.

A very important aspect feminists have promoted is the conviction that thereisa
relationship amongall forms of violence- interpersond, donestic, sodal, ingitutional and
internationd. This stems from imbalancesin amale-domminated world where women@ participation
and pespectives on important issues of war and peace are gill absent. Patriarchy buldsits own
self-preservation mechanism, as Sylvester remindsus

As with mog accepted ideologies and pratices, onee in gdace, pariarchy is self sugaining:
if amaority of pditicians priests, ministers, popes, professors, chars of corporde boards
physcians job sipevisors judges and peace makers are aways men, then chalenges to that
groupOmonopoy can actually seem unndurd, slly or even harmful to sodia ordeE. P ariarchy is
asystem in which thereis congant, covert, low-intensty, sructurad warfare agans women-in Quar
and in (peace. W ith the cessation of GodtilitiesOwomen have been aruptly dismissed fromthe
homefront jobsthat pay, and snt back to their aturdOnonpging jobsin the private houghold.
Both the shooing wars and subsequent peace contain hidden wars of doninance ove women
(Sylvester 1989, p.99100)

According to UNICEF gatistica information (1997) vemen hold only 7% ofministerial

postionsglobdly and in executive pogs only 4%;in law and jugice 10%;in econanic ministerial
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postions4 pecent In legidatures only 11.7% ae hdd by women; only 7.1% of world legidatures
are presided over by women and 10.8% & women poltical paty leaders. The unde-
representation of women in decision-making centers where issues of war and peace are bang
decided was aptly brough up durng the Fourth World Confeence on Women in Bdjing, 1995 ad
is adequaely mentioned in the Plan of Action Document. The UN Security Cowndl Resolution
1325 of 2000 raffirmed, anong dher issues, the role of women in the prevention and resolution of
conflicts and in peacebuilding and noed the need to conlidae data ontheimpact of armed
conflict on women and grls and expressed its willingress to incorporde a gende perspective into
peacekeeping opeations and urges the Secretary General to ensuretha where apprapriate, field
opeaationswould includea gender component.

The debae over atureOor hurtureOon issues and béhaviorsreating o war and peace
also entered the debae among faminists and it was expressed in diverse ways. Some feminists
explain womenO<peacefulnessOin terms of thar ability to bemothers, that is, they arguetha
women have some special biological conrectionto the sgnificance of life and therefore the mother
is Gnord by defaultO(Woehrle, 1993). @hers spesk of (preservative love (Ruddck, 1983), vhich
is developed from the responsbility of the mother to preserve and protct the child. ThusRuddck
argues tha preservative loveis the basis for womenOpeacefulness, Qvomen learn preservative love
from bang daighters and frombeing mothers, and thuswe learn the pacifism which oppo®s
fundamental military vaues (p.479). The problem of this argument, gpart from excluding the
possibility that some men, & sonsand hudandsand fathers can dso learn (preservative love and
be peacefulQ it implies that the Gnord motherOis biologically framed, ssmething that has been
contested by dher feminists who bdieve tha the values of caring, nonviolence andrelationd
connectionsare learned and grls are sodalized in these vaues and atitudes whereas boysare
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sodalized into bang grong,independent, self-relying, powverful, aggressive and a young nen are
prepared by odety for war (Gilligan 1987, Eisder 1990, Brak-Utne 1987, Fancis 2004). Fands
(2004) for kample argues tha in apdriarchd system women, too, @rtribute to thecondruction of
masculinity as aggressive:

Women & times goa mento gregter violence- for ingance, distributing white feathers to
men notenlistingin World War | or identifying poential victims for daugher in the Hutu genodde
agang Tutsisin RwendaThrough sich dsplays of supportve aggression they may be playing ot a
(honfeminineOaspect of their own pasondity , bu they are also making their own gende roles
subservient to those of their men. In fact as mog recent discussion of war trauma confirms, to
commit acts of violence does notcome nauraly to most people. Soldiers have to be trained and
Opgched upO fortj because it goes againd thegran, and ae liable to beprofoundy disturbed dter
it. Pog-traumatic stress has acquired the status of arecognzed syndromeO(p.67).

| agree with Hooks(2000) hat dudistic thinking re@nforces the culturd, biological sexism
which suggests to bemale is synonynouswith aggression and the will to domnate and do vblence
whereas to befemale is synonynouswith weakness, passivity, submission and the will to noursh
the others.

On keeping with thetenets of sexist ideology, women are talked eboutin these discussions
as objects rather than subjects We are depicted notas workers and activists, who like men, make
political choices but as passive observers who have taken no esponsbility for ectively maintaining
the value system of this sodetyE. w hich advocates and mekes war. Discussionsof feminism and
militarism tha do nd clarify for women the roles we have played and phy in dl their variety and
complexity make it gppear that all women are aganst war and oppos the use of violence, andthat
men are the prolem, the enemy. Thisis adistortion of womenOsxperience, na aclarification ora
redefinitionE we nexd to s2e women as political beingsE(pp.127-128)

Other feminist theorists (Anthias and Yuval-Davis, 1989) naintain that womenOs
involvement and participationin the pracesses of war and ndiond strugdes take the form of:
biological reprodicers of members of ehnic groups of reproduers of boundaies of these groups

aswell as paticipating aentrally in the ideological reprodiction of the ethnic collectivity and &

trangamitters of its culture. Furthermore, women &ct as symbols for the recondruction, rgprodudion,
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and trandormation of éhnic and ndiond identity and become participants in naiond, economic,
political and military struggles. Thusethnic nationalisms tend t ranforce the power and privileges
of pariarchd ingitutionsby forang women to danongrate ther loydty to these inditutionsand by
turning them into symbds of thar national collectivities.

This role is often been chdlenged by groupsof those women with agender consciousiessin
deeply-divided ndeties. For example, the political agency indegpendence, and active paticipaion
of Palestinian women inthefirst intifada (1989) @lled into gquestion their stereotypical depictions
as passive, ubservient, dgpendent and mnfined to the home This has dso hal a big impact on
Jewish feminist movement in Israel and abroad and wmditionsand nev dliances anong women
were formed to mobilize supportagang the occupaion (Sharon 1995). $milarly, the women of
HandsAcross the Dividein Cyprusprotested the official timelimit on coss-visits after April 2003
staging the GCindaella timeOtheater thusridiculing theirrationdity of such controlling measures.
This generated publc discussion and the Qime limitOsoon be&ame an ob®lete military measure. .

In ny view women should beseen as political and oadal agents making pditical decisons
and dhoices who hare power, different kinds of power. In orde to develop this view of ourslves
we need to develop gendea awareness which means becoming aware how women and men ae
sodalized in the needs of the patriarchd system and the gendered needs of power sructures aslaid
out by afew ruling elite men. This type of culture which is viewed, & aform of colonialism tends
to advance onegroupat the expense of the other and generate multiple divides, especially ethnic
ones. For as Patty Walton (1983, p.44)gygests :

Et hework of women suppors both asocietyOsvar and its peace activities. And our
supporthas derived from our particular sodalization & women. In fact, the sodalization of women

and men complements the needs of the culturein which welive. It is necessary to recognize this
because we need to changethese materia relationships and notjug the sex of our world probkem-
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makers. Men are not more innaely aggressive than women are passive. We have culture of war as
we have cultures of peaceO

Brodk-Utne (1985) ha dso shown that gende difference is generated in upbringing and
education of grl and boy ¢ildren. For indance, girls are sodaized into supportng peace in amore
conaete and indugve framework and in the values of forgiveness and aring éou the other.
Women, Brok-Utne has found n her research, support on hewhole, more equd distribution of
resources than men, reduction of military budges, advocate dialogue and nonviolence as meansto
solve differences and conflicts. Another finding in Brok-UtneDsvork rdates to the structurd
changes pronoted by women and men who support(ostive peaceO(i.e. gender equality and equd
opporunities). In anaion gate when the defense expenditure is high then the women suffer much
more than men in terms of employment opporiunities, and ae dismissed from work more easily.
This indicates the need for afeminist pdicy on issues of ddense and scurity.

In naiond govenments and parliaments where there is a critical mass of women in the
centers of decison-makingit was observed tha the priorities of those nation-states were focused
more on issues of peace, abdition of dl forms of violence, pronotion of gede equality, quality
Education for dl in comparison 1 the pditical and odal agendas of other countiesin which
women were absent or vay few in decision-making bodes (B. Brok-Utne, 1982.)

Thework of Cyprot women | discuss bdow connects to the issues abovein the sense tha
womenOgroupsin Cyprushave refused to conformwith the nationdist agendaof patriarcha
ingitutionsand desided to look & women(@ condition throughthe gender lensand the feminist
ideology and values which they also see connected to the conflict resolution pindples. These

women fried to transcend the Linein al its manifestationsand aeate spaces for thearticulation of
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their experiences of the conflict and of he GDtherQ In addition, these women opened anew space
for ashared narative to becreated with possibilities for recondliation.

Confict resolution pus the citizens back in the proaess of political participaion and
empowerment as does feminism in that citizens become agents for political and ©dal change In
this sense international conflict is viewed both as a conflict between naion-states and beween
sodieties. This meansthat processes within and béween ndeties can areate a political
environment, which can influence de-escalation ofthe conflict and contribute to its resolution. The
basic human needs cannotbeignored in any poitical arrangement, nly this kind of solution is
capable of trandorming the relationdhip between ndeties locked into a protracted conflict that
engayes thar collective identities and existential concerns (Rouhana & Kelman 1994, p.159). Te
proective view of national interests and the feminist undestanding of scurity supporttheview that
protracted conflict relationdhips are susceptible to arange of influence proaesses from both official
and unofficial sources (Kelman 1979, Cokburn 2004). ket usnowlook & the Cypriot womenOs
experiences and efforts to reach across to the other andjointly create afeminist understanding of
the conflict culture within and across thedivide.

Cypriot women’s intervention and feminist practices

.E .Too, too late, we are, Cleopatra

lookE look at our sons

they are holding gunsagain

listenE listen to my cry Cleopatra, our sons are being killed
one from your side, one from my side

one from my side, one from your side

and then years follow years

killings by killings

Let usthink for once who isthe real loser

Instead of politicians,

Let us, we, the mothers

Speak NOW Cleopatra (Neriman Céhit, We are Too Late Cleopdra, 1995)
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Neriman is aTurkish Cypriot (TC) woman pod speaking 1o her friend Cleopatra, a Greek
Cypriot (GC) teacher onthe other sde of the divide calling her to join handsto plant dmondtrees
along he Green Line so that the children can fly thar kites safely. Mothers have dways log in
CyprusQet usmake sure, Cleopara thatour children win for oneeQ The struggle of these women
still continues. Of course as dsewhere, in Cyprus too, he virtues of heroine mothers offering thar
sonsto the state and ndiond cause has been dressed in oacasionsof naional movements and
externd threats or durng retional celebrations A special undestanding of womanhood and
femininity is then proroted and is often interndized by women as their Qhational dutyQ Images of
motherhood euated with ndionhood @pear in the Cypriot history textbooks Many Cypriot
women have gpoken in conflict resolution workshopsaboutthis dilemma as does Neriman inthe
abovepoem where shetries to bresk awvay from this gendea sereotype and resist militarization and
the act of war and killing Ghe enemyQ

| hare poken and written in deail elsewhere aboutthe conflict resolution and unofficia
citizensO wrk in Cyprus(Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgis, 1993, 1998, ldjipaviou, 2001) Here | will
mainly discuss Cypriot womenOsoices and dforts toward agender undestanding of the conflict
and pece-building. | rder to two ecific groupsand ther sruggles within aconflict and
pariarchd culture. Oneis the Bicommunal WamenOgroup (19951996) and the other is Hands
Across the Divide (2003till now)

Thewomen of Cyprus Greek and Turkish, as | have aready mentioned, have experienced
interethnic violence and war, displacement, rgpe, loss of bdovedsand dgnity, lack of opportnities
for growth and econonic hardship. This connects them with women in other conflict Stuaionssuch
asin Palestine and Igael, Northern Ireland, Bosiia-Herzegovina, Rwanda etc. Thememory and
collective experience of conflict events for the Cypriots across the divide differ in ime and
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intengty. It isimportant for each goup b undestand these different experiences relating to ethnic
nationdisms and o a pariarchd sodal system. There gill exists the collective atitudein each
community that it isonly wewho siffered and be&ame uprooted. What happened to the other was
unintended; it was an accident of war. The prevalent narative ill denies the otherOgain, suffering
and loss and ingtitutiondises nigh pditicsOwhereby @ecognition phobaOwould hold back inter-
ethnic contacts.
Methodology-The Formation of the Groups

The Bi-communal WonenO$Group (thereafter BWG)(199596) composed of 22 ndviduds
(eleven women fromeach dde) of different ages, soda and educationd backgrourds came together
at theinitiative of bot a third party, a Fulbright scholar, Dr. Benjamin. Broomand two local
coordinators. | was oneof the coordnaors in the south and Ssfgul Ulutag, afeminist journdist
from the North. This was thefirst atemptto fill in the Gnissing feminist voice and perspective Oof
the Cyprusconflict andengage in dialogue aboutour peceptionsof the other andjointly chooe
how to move forward. All the previousconflict resolution workshopsdid notaddress gende as a
specific legitimate category of analysis of the Cyprusexperience. The BWG were na al feminists,
some were aware of gende andysis, others felt tha the conflict was @yenderless because everybody
suffered, as did the womenO Some of thewomen had been to other bicommund corflict resolution
mixed groupswhile some met the therOfor thefirst time. The group worked either separately or
together twice a week for nine months When the Turkish Cypriot women gd permission 0 aoss
the Lineto the buffer zonethe meetingswere hdd at the Ledra Palace Hotel, which is unde the UN
peacekeeping wntingent. A roomwas provided for the group. ver the years this space became the
symbol for rgpprothement and conflict resolution work. In Cypruswe have the phexomenon where
no womenOs$ndependent movement or feminist womenOgrroupsdeveloped. All existing womenOs
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organizationsare effiliated to pditical patieswhich often adoptthe party agendawhich is based on
amale undestanding of poltics and conflict excluding the gender issue as unimportant to be
tackled with. In fect, the Cypriot women from al communities bdieve tha the naiond problem
has slenced all other sodal issues, induding womenOsssues (Hadjipaviou 2004)

HandsAcross the Divide (HAD) conditutes the first independent Cypriot womenONGO.
Togeher with other women | was oneof the cofoundes. It was registered in 2001 n Britain duwe to
the political obgacle of Gnon)resognitionO Cyntia Cockburn ha heped the Cypriot women boh
in the formation ofthe group @& well asin securing funding fromthe British Coundl and Mama
Cash. Many more details about HAD can be found n CodkburnOsenly pubished book (he
LineQ2004). $nce the embargo onQrossingOto and fromthe Line has been lifted, HAD members
have propo®d there-registration of har NGO in the CyprusRepublic so as to benefit from funding
privileges. This womenO®rganization aspires to become the first independent movement and to
raise pubic congiousess on the issues of gende equdity and womenO$umen rights as important
as other soda and poltica issues (Agahangdou 2003). Mreover, the undestanding of gende, as
pointed outearlier in the paper, introduces complex discourses, power relationsand practices that
shgpe and inform particular notonsof femininity, masculinity and asks questionsabouta complex
set of behaviours soda norns, systems of meaning, ways of thinking and relationshipstha aff ect
how we experience, undestand and represents ourselves as men and women ( Sharoni 1995).

The BWG worked first ona leading quetion: Ovhatcontributes to pain and siffering in
Cyprusthrough he eyes of wonenQ whatneedsto bedoneand howcan it be don€@OThe group
used agpecial methodobgy @he interactive managenentO(IM) which Dr. Benjamin Broome
introduced to different bicommund citizensO group&Broome, 1992, 1998). lts a computer-
suppored decision-making methoddogy. The group gos through hree stages of planning and
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design which indude:(a) analysis of thecurrent stuaion, (b) goasettinghision forthe futureand
(c) development of a collaborative action agenda The facilitatorsfor this group were three, a Greek
Cypriot man who handed the computer, Broome, Sefgul Ulutag , and nyself as facilitators The
design of theworkshop wes collaborative and we worked as ateam. Some of the basic assumptions
which guided usin this workshop, were the following:

(a)Ethnic communities are heterogeneousand mntain many vaices, oneof them being womenOs
voices. (b) Every woman geaks as anindividud rather than as a representative of he community,
party or busness. (¢) Debae abou political postionsis best |eft to the pditicians (d) The
opporunity to engagein bicommunal dialogueis aprivilege and (We are nothaeto lve the
Cyprusproblem but create condtionsfor the solution .

The BWG was not able to meet for thefirst pat of the workshop dueto no grmissions
given by themilitary authorities that impaosed, often abitrarily restrictionseven though the
applicationswere submitted according to official guiddines. This was often experienced as
violence based on he pariarchd assumption that the GtateQ or male authority, can decide for its
citizenswithoutgiving any explanation, smply because it has claimed the power to do © (Feirer,
1970). Thefrudration and powerlessness felt was immense. The Group algpted and continued to
work mono-commundly at first and when permissionswere granted they worked jointly.

The BWG voices on helead question rdlected the complex and nulti-layered fabric of the
conflict and we noted howgende intersects with dass, ethnic, sexud and ruial/urban moddities of
our identities. Thisisin oppos#tionto the GC male officia view, which was turned into apopukbr
bdief that Gas soon & the Turkish amy withdraws the people in bah communitieswill have no
problem coexisting as they did in the pastQ The obdacle was only thearmy butas we realized from
many inter-ethnic citizensd ontacts and wnflict resolution training workshopsa great deal of
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systematic work is needed to ovecome past fears, hared, supicionsand decades old dienation
before we can daim any level of co-existence. The nead for aculture of athernessis far from a
becoming a vaue (Hadjupavlou-Trigeorgis 1998 ad Hadjipaviou 2000).

TheIM methoddogy dlows each participant to generate as many ideas as she or hehasin
ansvering thelead question that was abou whathascontributed to the pain and siffering ofwonen
in Cyprus Thedeven TC women produed aghty-two factors/causes tha have contributed to pain
and auffering and the eleven GCsprodu@d sventy-two. These respongs can bemappel into four
broad categories which refl ect the many layers of the conflict: () (sodal)psychdogical ; (b)
structurd; (c) historical and pditical; and (d) phiosophical. These factorswere, sometimes
specificto GC women, or b TC women, and ometimes were shared.

Once an ideais presented the group eégages in discussion aout that specific factor asit is
undestood by @ch individual participant, the purpog bengto form a shaed undestanding and
where posible acongensus For indance, in ageneral discussion the mgjority of the GC and TC
women connected theidea of peace with the biological functionsof childbearing and motherhood
and thusconduded that women are more peace loving than men and that women have nothing t do
with war and violence. Thar assumption became complicated when some other women in the
group dalengd this view and oughtan explanaion a to why some men are peace loving and
some other women suppored war. The feminists in the group broughtip he role of gender
sodalization and odal expectationsand genda stereotypes explaining tha women in apariarchal
sodiety a times of conflict are turned into AbjectsOand pronoters of the naiond cause and vdues
as articulated by he male domnaed system. Previousresearch findingsamong Geeek Cypriot
women (Hadjipavlou-Trigeorgis 1995) aad among women in all Cypriot communities (Hadjipaviou
2004) onfirm this discussion in tha many Cypriot women were confused ebout the conoepts of
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patriarchy, feminism (gill carries negaive connogtionsin Cypriot sodety) and anti-militarism.
Such conaepts are ill absent from both the school curriculumand pubic discussions. Dueto this
lack of gender coniousess and knowedge about feminism and dternative views abouthow
femininity and masculinity are exploited by ethnic nationalisms and conflict cultures a nunmber of
contradictionsaros: On the ore hand, dl the women in the BWG, described the social
organization of their sodeties as pariarchal and hierarchical, butonthe other hand, many (gpart
from four) said they were notfeminists and that the conflict affected everybody rrespective of
gendea. The belief that women are by reture peace-loving and aringOwas desply contested..
Some, a first did notquestion ther role as mothers fferingCGtheir sonsto fight for the liberation
of ther homeland as a gender issue nor dd it occur to them tha they can chdlengeand resist such
practices and expectations o deeply they had internalised their nationd dutyOrole. Through, a
guided proess, however, the women whoresisted gradudly were hdped to lookinto ther own
experiences usng the gendea lens Thediscussion on herest of the issues became more gendered
focused and for many this condituted a new revelation of adifferent worldview about women and
peace. Wha we learned fromthis initial discussion was that Cypriot women who were exposed to
feminist theories and gender andyses of sodal phenomenain their formal education were able to
inform and dhare with therest of the BWG dternaive viewpoints to the prevalent male one and
sendtize the others to thefact that both the naional andinternationd agendas were being desided
by men and that Cypriot women adopted this agendaasiif it were thar own too. Many admitted that
aswomen we are na trained in Cyprusto Ghdlengeauthority.O

After thisinitia introductionto agendered undestanding of the Cyprusconflict the BWG
was invited to imagine a new condruction of the self and a collectivity of the QveQ which would
not be based on te traditional conceptions of masculinity and femininity and gende relationsin
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conflict. It was much easier for many women to probeinto their own experiences and locate
knowledges outside the dominant hegemonic history as told by nmenin thar communities. The
gende lens paspective, anew tool for many, heped them articulate dternative interpretationsof
the conflict. This mental shift was noteasy to maintain withoutcongantly being reminded.

| now turn © the condtions which the BWG had aticulated as factorsthat contributed to
ther sufferingand pan ontheidand. | will refer first to the sodal psychological and phiosophical
factors because these are the least to be nated and aldressed in adivided sodety where power
politics is the normand the Qusdand @QhemOdichatomy creates sharp boundries. The sodial-
psychologica factorsas pointed earlier in the pgper relate to thecondruction of oherness, to the
shgping of individual and collective identities, to peceptionsand béief systems, to mutud
victimhood and gereotyping, factorstha not only hinde the resolution of the conflict butaso can
hdp usundestand the degp-rootedness of the conflict and theexcluson of me groupsfrom the
peace process.

Fear of Domination and free expression-Who is the Other?

One of theissues tha the TC women expressed drongly was thear fear of beang domnated
by the GC mgjority and Turkey, Qve fedl like a sandwich between thetwoOsome said. They related
persond gories of howthey experienced the other, the GCs and what it felt living for adecade
(19631974) unde condant fear and exclusion fromthe privileges which theinternaiond
recognition the CyprusRepulic provided. This refl ects in the majority/minority dynamics whereby
often the daminant group ¢aimsto knowwhat is best for the dominaed and granting equd voice to
the lesser powerful is notafeature of pariarchy (Baker Miller 1978).

They dso fdt Gear of expressing our tuefeelingscortrary to official narratives because we
would beogracizedQ Thisis aform of self-censorship, acritique of gendered restrictive democracy
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when male pditical dites st the parameters of free expression. Cyprbdt women (as do Some men)
resort to dlence or those who goketheir mind were labdled Qraitorsor unparioticQ They felt
sadness at the lack of olidarity with andindifference shown by the GC community at Qheir
tragedyOas experienced in the 1963till 1974 peiod when they felt Gecondclass citizensQ The GC
women dso feared TurkeyOslonination and expangonist intentionsin Cypuus (official propaganda
aboundson hisin an dfort to essentialize the other). Thusmutud victimhoodemerges as each
group rdersto the other. For the TCstheother in the pre 1974 @riod wes the Republic of Cyprus
and the GCswhereas for the GCsin the pog 1974 peiod was Turkey. Some women expressed ther
diffi culty in Geconddering established beliefs about the otherOand they explained this as dueto the
Qittachment to ideas and bdief systems as being unhangedOBoth groupsadmitted Gear of opeiing
up o the other which we do notknowQ These discourses indicate a mixture of official views about
the other and recourse to slf-critique Moreover this shows tha each group &ces areality that is
different from the others and thushave to deal with different problems. They admitted tha they
have thingsin common (I refer to these below) but aso differences that need to be acknowledged.
The BWG discovered that the gendered view of history as developed by exch official sde left
utside their conssiousess the existence of the otherOthat is why the Gheed for ahernessObecame
an issue. Each grouptried to inform the other. The TCstried to make the GCs aware about some of
the severe proldems and violence they were subjected to in the 1960sand the GCsto make the TCs
aware of thetragedy of 1974 for hemselves. The confrongtional male-domnated rarrative slenced
such discussions Conepts such as gpology, forgiveness and rdational empahy entered into their
dialogue Thustrug-building rdeased energy to engageexploring ther multiple identities. This led

the GC women to admit to the Greek complex of supeiority and aultural arrogance saying, he
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Greeks have diffi culty to accept other cultures. And because we are themajority we bdieve Cyprus
bdongsto u

Both groupspointed outthe privilege of being togeher andthe new posibilities these
contacts created vis-"-vis the Qunnauralness in béng foreed to live in ore pat of theisland and
keep fantasizing aboutthe other.OThis they connected to the fact that Cyprusis an idand and G is
diffi cult to escape fromit in a psychological sense. Thuswe are inter-dependentOBLt this ethnic
divison and Linewas experienced in areal physcal senseasoneTC woman vividly expressed it:
When | am with you, Geeks, | find my other hdf, whichis missing. At theend of aworkshop
when | leave the Ledra Palace and each of uscrosses the check point to go © ou hamesiin
opposng sdes | feel a tha moment something really physcal, asplit within my bady. The
geogragphical proximity becomes irrelevant compared to the forces of militarism andforeign
occupaionsas this ddfines my reationship to you, he other.

(This explainsthe enomouslines of cars at the pdice check points after April 23,2004, 0
cross to the other sde. People waited for over fourteen hoursto cross saying this was nothing
compared to the 29 years of waiting).

What the BWG was discussing and aticulating in these series of IM (interactive
management) workshopsshows womenOstruggles and pro@sses to move beyond Qhe very
practice of remembering againg the grain of public hegemonic history and locating the silencesO
and thuscreate alternative feminist srategies (ChandraMohantry, 1991, p. 39). &1 thisto hgppen a
facilitated pracess was necessary and it did last for ninemonths

Identity and Structural Conditions

Theissue of identity in the Cyprusconfiict has been for each sde both sgnificant and

contested. Isthe isand Greek, or Turkish, or Cyprot, or Europen? Many men died fighting for te

Greekness or Turkishness of theisland and nonefor the Cypriotness. Theimposed conditutionin
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1960 dd notleave space for Cypriotness and integraive inditutionsto develop;ingead the
majority/minority modd permeated every aspect of life creating mstrus and sparation In the pog
1974 peiod many citizensd groupgarted exploring the Qocal CartographyQof sruggles and
framed shared inter-ethnic desires and vision of Cyprotness. This was arespon to the ethnic
naiondisms which broughtaboutthe division of he communities. The BWG chdlenged the
naiond dichatomy imposed on ®llective identities. My research on tisissue has shown tha
despite the official propaganda on he preservation of GGreeknessOand or GrurkishnessOan
overwhdming magjority in all communities in Cyprusdeinethar collective identity as Cypriot and
the mgority of these were women who connect with the land and the community much moreina
conaete way than themajority of men who become exposed to the military and rationd discourses
since they serve in the army for morethan two years (Hadjipaviou 2003, 2004). ie BWG
expressed thar concern aoutthe future in a divided and militaristic island where (hiased education
and biased history leave no sy to women to deermine our futureQ

The TC women feared losng the Cypriot part of ther identity due to the influx of Turks
from Anatolia sncethelate 1970swhomthey consder less educated, less cultured and nore
religious ThusTCs created anather OdierO wo dthough fromthe same ethnic background, hey
are viewed as different and mug be excluded. In asense they are behaving and treating the ther
Turkas they were treated bythe GCsin the past. The GC women viewed the GettlersOas a
problem too bu from adifferent pespective. The settlers were given GC hones and propeties,
which were Gllegally occupied by the Turkish militaryOthusthe QettlersOissue emerged as a
shared concern butfor different reasons This issue then opened upthe discussion onthe power of
the military and howthis fed the assumed power of the TC leadership which invited the Gnainland
TurksOto use as avoting ingrument to remain in power. Thuswhen looking @ the issue of settlers
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from afeminist undestanding reveaing te different layers of male power could lead to nev
coditionsbeng formed anong women challenging sharp dichatomies and high pditics.

The GC women felt that the veremphasis on he Greek pat of their identity led to the
excluson of oher aspects of ther identitiesOthusfor the purpo of naiond urity the political
male actors defined in an exclusve way wha conditutes the Omagined communityOas well as the
nationdist project. Cyptiot women were induded in it as longas they served the nationd agenda
which induded primary responsbility for reprodudionand ailturd transmission of her respective
communities. Some women in the BWG called this (patriotismOand Qove of onedsountryOwhile
others called this agendered ndiondist project, which they connected to Ghe need to have
enemiesOas this hdps each official Sde to refrain fromtakingits own share of responsbility in the
creation of heconflict as well as promoting the view that men are sociaized to bethe protectors
and liberators of thar naion whilst women ae there to reprodue the ndion.

Both groupsviewed the patriarchal structure of sodal organization a well as the absence of
women from decision-making bodes and the peace processes as big obdacles to the well
functioning oftrue, representative democracy in the whole of Cyprus and violation of their human
rightto paticipate in all levels of govenance. They spokeabout CEi nsufficient levels of
democracy in both communities and the predominance of the naiond problem hindering womenOs
separate paceto aticulate womenOsssuesQ In other words democracy in dvided deties often
functionswithin the ethnic nationalist agenda stting the criteria of wha notto reveal to the enemy,
imposng cvert censorship. Boh groupsalso agreed that thelack of sructures Qo get to knoweach
otherOsulture, life and educationOreinforced the communication embargo and restrictive

movement of ideas, and complex realities, as additional factorsto srve confronttiond politics.
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Both education s/stems according © the BWG Qure structured to supportthe patriarcha
mentality and dalization of the youh in the conflict and the nationd history on exch dde
emphasi zes the atrodties committed against themselvesQ The GC women nded the prevalence of
religiousand dal prejudices againg inter-marriages as these were untl recently included inthe
Cyprusconditution. (Dueto theaccession of theisdandto the Europen Union the Cyprus
govenment had to abide by European laws and thuseliminaed such nordemocratic provisions)

Another mutud concern was voiced regarding the gendered division of gace into private
and pubic. In bah communities the BWG agreed Qvomen are absent from key policy-making
centres of power 0 they are na dlowed to voice their concernsand views unless they behave like
men or do & men sayQ Thusthe politics of space builds acertain type of masculinity and
femininity whereby Cypiiot men are viewed as pragmatic, tough, assertive and emotiondly strong
and women as emotiond, horre carers, and easy to givein, or, Qaying dtention t the wrong
thinggd Many women in the group &so gpokeaboutthe increase in gructural and damestic
violence and the lack of sufficient supportcentres to provde the necessary services and
empowerment of women. This they related to the perpetuation of the conflict and the galemate in
the nggotiationsfor asolution. It aso agrees with thelatest research on womenin dl Cypriot
communities where women gpokeopenly aboutinter-persond and family violence thusbreaking
down thetaboo hat thisis Ssmply apersond issue and doe notimpact politics or policies, thusthe
(persond is politicalOin their understanding (Hadjipaviou 2004)

Historical/Political Obstacles

As was mentiondl in the section on he History of the Cyprusconflict the role of the third
parties and ousideinterferences was indrumental in shgping the rdationshipswithin and bdéween
thetwo communities and poltics in general. Thusthe BWG had no dffi culty identifying tis
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factor. They went, however, further than the naional narative which orly attributes blame to the
utside interference factorO They looked at the domestic factor & well pointing outthe role of the
Qextremist and retionalists in each communityO, the role of leadership and howQheneed for
domination of he TCsby the GCsled to the creation of the Green LineQ This andysis chalenged
the dichatomy of Qisdand GhemOand introduced aconflict resolution discourse that alowed
perspective taking as well as getting avay from the olame the other moddQ An acknowledgement
of the Gtruggle who is going © own and le theisandQed to the discussion of doninaion,
naiondism andinequdity in paver and econonic development between the communities. The GC
women pointed out that Qhe Greek wordsfor fanaticism and retionalism are masculine whereas
peace, loveand equdity are feminineOin an fort to elicit the male dominated culture of excluson
and violence in ther community. The BWG bdieved tha due to the lack of internd cohesion and
intercommund solidarity the Cypriots Qailed to prevent hamful interference from outside powers
thuswe need to take our own responsbility.O

In conflict resolution workshopsthe issue of trugt both inddethe @oomOand ouside is
significant in hdping paticipants move beyond @nfronttiond, gendered poitics. The BWG
identified Gheloss of trugt for decades in each other and the development of incompatible gods and
expectationas causes of dienations The desire for buiding dliances across ethnic divides was
expressed, notyet an easy task to accomplish across the civil sodety levels.

We dso noed some intra-group dfferences as these emerged fromtime to time in the way
some women progcted thear level of thinking and identity vis Ea-vis the other. For indance, some
of the GCswho were highly educated (university level) were more refl ective at times on issues of
self-criticism, vunerabilities and ebsractions Qe have desp fears in accepting the otherOgruth
and we are uraware of onéwn identity as human béngs There is unavareness of what | amEO

42



Thislevel of adraction a Otanscendenced was too much for ome TC women who were
struggling for baic, conaete needs, such as employment, safety, and visibility and they did
chdlengethese GC women. This was not surprising in view of the fact tha these women bdongto
the dominant and more privileged ehnic group which because of internationd recognition of the
Republic of Cyprushave to alarge extent resolved ther lower basic need for econamic survival
(very low unemployment rate, and four tmes highe per capitaincome than tha of the TC9) and
can thusafford to moveto highe level needsand rdlection. This broughtou notonly the ethnic
difference butalso theclass issue as well remindingthe privileged group 6 be moreaware and
sendtive to these other identity differences.

Aseriousconcern was voiced thoudh regarding the emphasis both communities put on their
differences Qve dways emphasize diff erences and notenoughattention t smilarities and aoid
mention our $ared postive pastQ Each group undestandsthe past differently: The TCs seek
acknowedgement by the daminant groupof ther past grievances and violence inflicted on hem
which gill remains unaldressed whereas the GC women wanted to forget the past and noveon.
The pastOthese women bdieved became a tool for male pditiciansin each community to pronote
ther political incompatible postionson the solution of te conflict and to judify theLine TheGC
women were opely critical of howthe sate uses the military ingitution © pronote ther idea of
security and cefence to intimidae the people to becritical abou the defence budge and
militarisation. For these women security meant buldingtrug at bah official and wunofficial levels.
The BWG embraced the view tha gende does matter in different contexts of Cypriot womenOs
lives. WomenOsxperiences aso need to be accourted for  as notto take for granted the domrinant

interpretationsof the Cyprusconflict as the only existing one
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In geeral, the BWG by the end ofther encounter they formed anew community with a
deep avareness of the impact of pariarchy and of the conflict on ther pesond and collective lives.
They pronoted the practice of conflict resolution workshops of dialogue of drect persond
contacts together with a gende understanding of the conflict, of history and power as tools and
practices in bringng dou a culturefor asolution and in pramoting pditical and ocial action

| believe the BWG laid the founcation forthe creation of HandsAcross the Divide (HAD)
since some of the members of this organization were participants in the BWG untl 1997 when due
to poltical obgacles and the embargo onpermits the group $oppead meeting. Thisis another
example when the rigid conflictud political environment assumes the power to regulate civil
sodety development. The impact of its work continued to inspire other women. HAD as mentioned
was established in 2001as thefirst Cypriot womenONGO.

Hands Across the Divide

| now come to discuss theissue of a Cyprus solution sen from the paspective of HAD. |
use daa from a meeting/symposum held in 2003 b which | was a participant and nde-taker. The
meeting ok placein arestaurant across the diving Linein the Turkish Quarter of Nicoda (in
Cypruswe combine work and thinking with food and drink. It isaritual, our way of contacting a
symposum!). The members who dtended were 18, en TCsand 9 GCs At theofficia level the
Annan Han hal been submitted to the leadership of both communities. The women had read pats
of the Plan and pulbbic discussion in the TC community was quite extensve. The underlying $ared
worldview of HAD membersistha we al bdieve in the values of democracy, which for many of
usmeansan opa market of ideas and freedom of gpeech, gender equality and equal access to

resources and opportinities and we dl aspire to live in a united courtry. Moreover,
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...We have come together to form a unitary organization, dsregarding, as far as possible,
differences of ethnic or ndiond identity, and even geogrgphical locationE. W e know that to
coopeate effectively we mug take accourt of the inequdities between usand inevitable diff erences
in the needs we prioritise, deriving fromour different past experiences and different realities
tOCIay.OThe guestiontha the group worked onwas. Whydo | asa wonan wanta lution?

The facilitative pracess, which Dr Cynthia Codkburn ugd, was as follows: Women worked in pars
brangorming onthe leading guestion. Then each had to choos onemain reason for wanting a
solution. All the answers were recorded on flip charts and became working neterial for the second
phase of the workshop hefollowing week. Here are some examples, which indicate the multi-
layered aspect of the conflict, as well as womenOslesires for change

A future, thaOsvhat | want. | want all the thingsthat are suppressed now to beliberated,
induding gender. | want to feel free to plan ehead, and moveon E | want to live inahou that |
know is my own El w ant the barbed wire and barels, and sand baysoutof my garden E | w anta
solution % asto have nomalisation of $ace and unbbcking of energies (HAD meeting 2003).
Thewomen of HAD voiced conaerns and needs from a feminist uncerstanding ofthe solution
unlike the way it is often progcted in maingream male pditics which deals with the solution in a
legdistic and exclusonay way, na closto thereality of mog of the polity. Thelanguage, which
isused is full of congitutional jargon, and is unfamiliar to the wider puldic. Women do notwant an
agreement on paper. They long for achangein mentality, anew thinkingand acondructive way of
looking & the future through agende lens (We want particular attention © begjiven to the
practical implementation of legidative provisonson gende, s tha equdity does na remain a
mere principle, butit is achieved in &fectEa Il new policies should bescreened and evaluaed for
their gender implicationsbefore they areintroducdE andthdr gende effects should bemonitored
during implementation.O

HAD members dso feel srongy abou the Cypriot pat of thar identity but dso go bgond

the ethnic pat to demand oppotunities to develop @ women and & ditizens GA\s women We also
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want respect from each other in asodety that will be fully democratic. We want an electoral system
tha guaantees women nunrerical paity with menin paliamentand on & decison-making
bodies.O
| want a solution urgently because | want my identityE m y Cypriot identity. | wantto gan
my identity rid ofthe oppression | feel now. Women could change society if there were
opporunities for women to develop. | want the name Cypriot, thaOsll.

| want to besure of having equal rights as awoman and & a person.

Security, Opportunities, Equality, Democracy

Security for the women of HAD is defined beyond he military and armaments. It means
human rdationdhips, doingaway with dividing lines whereby new arrangements would bein place
without check points and passports or identity cardsto aross to and from. These are tools of male
control and daminaion. The TC members were more concerned with their children@® future and
wanting the settlers to leave as well as have the ability to (present usto the outside world & one
countyQ For the GC women the freedom of movement on the whole of theisland was important
and the need for scurity and respect. O want aland withoutborders, asingle county with respect,
gende equdity and security.OFor the TCsthe progect of Cyprusjoining the Europen Union
created ahope hecause EU laws may hdp ussolve some of the problems of inequality we face in a
pariarchd sodety and offer usopportnities to work dsewhere as equdsOPeace for the women of
HAD meant demilitarisation, notonly withdraval of foregntroops but changein the mindset about
the other, O want to gart thinking postive, new thoughs aboutthe other.OMog of the desires of
these women were future Boriented and longed for a(peaceful environment, a culture of peace. The
naiondist propagandais bankrupt Abovedl we want a solutionin orde to give usa future, to
unlock our energies so tha we can all contribute to change | believe men are suffering oo, they are
victims of the pariarcha system as wellOThe women of HAD are much moreaware of their role as

sodal agents than were the members of BWG which shows a further development in gender
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awareness work. They had very conaete ideas of the content of the solution of the Cyprusconflict
should belike and wanted new structures and inditutionsto address among oher issues, gendea
inequdity: GAs women we wish to e the pog of agende ombuderson aeated, an office to
which individuals suffering fromdiscriminaion on groundef gende, marital satus, etc. may
apped for redress.O

These Cypriot womenOslesires, as expressed hee, shed light on what is lacking in the
politics of the courtry as awhole and howthe naiond issue, as defined by apdriarchd dite, has
completely ignored these multiple inter-subjective realities of womenOperspectives and neds It is
aclear example of the gendered reture of peace and @nflictN a dimenson that is nat induded in
the political or formal peace agendas. Women in Cyprusare still absent from the peace ngyatiations
in contraventionto the UN Security Courtil Resolution 1325, gyned by Cypruscaling upon tates
to indude women & the peace table s0 that ther perspectives, experiences and mncernsare
legitimated and induded in a future solution. The Cypriot women in this organization noed some of
the omissionsof democracy such as limitationson womenO$umen rights, continugion of gede
inequdities and theinvisibility of women@ agendas and needs The above desires dso reveal the
multiple levels of redlities women experience and the efforts needed to employ afeminist
undestanding and gendea perspective that takes into accourt the redlities of both men and women
and is generally lacking in Cyprus
Some Lessons Learned

From the Cypriot womenOsxperiences as | have presented them in the BWG and HAD we
note that to enploy afeminist and gende perspective in the analysis of theconflict and thar
condition as they experienceit entails theuse of a conflict resolution pracesses and tools. The fact
tha certain women in the groupswere themselves feminists and hal been exposd in thar formal
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education in womenOstudies hdped the others listen to dternative worldviews abou identity
definition and dhallengetherole of pariarchy in ddining the development of men and women on
the basis of thar sex. Cyprusis gill suffering notonly from a pariarchd order of thingsbutaso
from naionalism and militarism. Militarised masculinity is notthe only form of masculinity and
these women hopel that with asolution and anew peace sructure gentler forms of manhood for
men and boyswould becondructed. The feminist values of tolerance, understanding, coopeation,
empathy, acknowedging te otherOgruth and reality as well as building néworksto highlightthe
absence of Cypriot women from decision-making levels are very much pat of the bi-commund
womenOgpeacebuilding dforts and agenda for equdity and fufilment of their basic humen rights
and needs Theculture these women desire to pronote is more needs-focused than on poltical
podtionsand gatic legdistic prindples that characterize the male undestanding of the politics of a
solution. Ratriarchy and rationalism tendto separate people and buld gereotyped images and
modds of men and women, men ae active and good sldiers, and women are passive and good
care takers, ec. The Cypriot women want an end to this gender Sereotyping.

In conflict cultures there is atendency tomomogenaze the communities, failing
acknowledgether complexity, and thusprolonging msperceptions gereotypes and
misundestandingsbeaween and anongconflicting paties. In this pgper | tried to show
heterogeneity and multiple voices of women within and across communities. In Cyprus we ill
lack extensve research to knowwomenOsealities, what women reslly want and nesd. This micro
level research will be ussful to bah women and polcy makersas well as to third paties involved in
the peace negotiations Some indicationswe got from quditative and quantitative research initiated
by political party womenOsrganizationsand by agroup of fve NGOs which | coordinated as
president of the Peace Centre inform usthat Cypriot women find themselvesin a trangtiond
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context where modernity and traditionalism are intermixed boh in the private and public realms of
ther lives. This can explain the many contradictions confuson and anbivalences women have
expressed. WomenOsxperiences and vdces can produe nenv knowledgeand information which
are ggnificant to beheard andtaken into accountin a future Cyprusbecause this will build further
and grengthen democratic principles, onethem beng gende equdity and the heed for otherness.O
My pesond journey to peacebuilding and the choices | made convinced me that there is no
other way to question smplistic, monolithic, pariarchd understandingsof Mational interestOand
Onhational securityOother than experiencing the therQ the perceived @nemyOand realize that the
GenemyOhas been Ddalized the same way as myself. | also knowtha a different educationin
feminism, gende sudies and conflict resolution an hdp usquestion and ovecome the sodaly-
condructed enemy images and gender sereotypes. We can even u this refl ective learning o
enhance our own indghts into the victim-perpetrator mentality and acknowledgethat the perpetrator
isas much avictim asis the victim a perpetrator. The Cypriot womenOslaly psychological and
political OgffocationO wthin the parameters of Lines is a testament to the continuing power of
militarism and @hnic naionalisms despite the fact tha the Republic of Cyprushas become a
member of the European Union. These conditionsneed to change urgently as the Cypriot women in
these groupshave shown us Thereis thewillingness and ability to make it hgopen. And a Sharoni
has reminded us @very time awoman explains how her govenment is trying o control her fears,
her hopes and he labor such atheory is madeQ) that is a feminist theory on nternaiond conflict

and international relations
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