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BOURDIEU’S FOOTNOTE TO BEAUVOIR

Jror aspeific illustration of what isimplied by this
perhaps somewhat abstract evocation of the specific
forms that masculine domination takes within the
educational institution, see Toril Moi@ analysis of
the representations and academic classifications
through which SartreOs hold imposed itself on
Simone Beauvoir.O

(Bourdieu,Masculine Domination, p.86,footnote
11)



BOURDIEU’S PREFACE TO BEAUVOIR

Olfthe scholarlyprinciple of herliterary "vocation",of her
emotional "choices" and even of her relation to her own stattL
awomanofferedto usby Toril Mol havebut little chanceof
appearincgasSimonede Beauvoir thisis becausehels separatec
from this by the philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre to whom she
delegated, in a way, her capacity to do philosophyEere is no
a betterexampleof the symbolicviolencethatconstituteghe
traditional (patriarchal) relationship between the sexes than t
fact that she will fail to apply her own analysis on relations
between the sexes to her relationship with Jean-Paul Sartre.

[From BourdieuOs Preface to French Edition of MoiOs
Simone de Beauvoir: The Making of an Intellectual Wdman



Theses on Bourdieu

¥ Bourdieu dismisses Beauvoir by reducing
herto Sartre

¥ Masailine Dominationasdiminutive
Replica of The Second Sex

¥ Masauline Dominationas Masculine
Domination



Il. Symbolic Domination In
Sartre, Fanon, and Beauvolr

¥ Anti-Semiteand Jewb Sartre (1946)
¥ The Second Sex BDBeauvoir(1949)
¥ Black Skn, WhiteMasks B Fanon (1952)
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IHl. MASCULINE DOMINATION:
BEAUVOIR MEETS BOURDIEU

¥ Symbolic Domination



MASCULINE DOMINATION AS PROTOTYPE OF
SYMBOLIC DOMINATION

QM asculine domination is] the prime example of this
paradoxicasubmissionaneffectof whatl call symbolic
violence,a gentleviolence,imperceptibleandinvisible even
to its victims, exertedfor the mostpartthroughthe purely
symbolic channels of communication and cognition (more
preciselymisrecognition)recognition,or evenfeelingO
(Bourdieu,MD:2).



BOURDIEU’S SYMBOLIC DOMINATION

OSo the only way to understand this particular form of domiriatiot
to movebeyondthe forcedchoicebetweerconstraintby forces)and
consen(to reasons)betweemmechanicatoercionandvoluntary,
free,deliberateevencalculatecsubmissionThe effectof symbolic
domination(whetherethnic,genderculturalor linguistic, etc.)is
exerted not in the pure logic of knowing consciousness but throu
thescheme®f perceptionappreciatiorandactionthatare
constitutiveof habitusandwhich, belowthelevelsof the decisionsof
the consciousnesandthe controlsof thewill, setup a cognitive
relationshipthatis profoundlyobscureo itself. Thus,the
paradoxicalogic of masculne domination and female
submissivenessyhich can,without contradictionpedescribeds
bothspontaneous and extortethnnot be understood until one take
account of thelurableeffectshat the social order exerts on women
(andmen),thatis to say,thedispositionsspontaneouslgttunedo
thatorderwhichit imposesonthem.@Bourdieu,MD: 37-8)



BEAUVOIR’S GENDER AWAKENING

| realizedthatthefirst questiorto come up was: What has it meant
to meto beawoman?At first | thoughtl coulddisposeof that

pretty quickly. | had never had any feeling of inferiority, no one
hadeversaidto me: OYouthink thatway becausgouOra
womanOmy femininity hadneverbeenirksometo mein anyway.
OFome,Q saidto Sartre Oyounight almostsayit just hasnOt
counted.@AIl the same, you werenOt brought up in the same we
as a boy would have been; you should look into it furtHer.O
looked, and it was a revelation: this world was a masculine worlc
my childhood had been nourished by myths forged by men, and
hadn@® reacted to them in at all the same way | should have done if
| were a boy. | was so interested in this discovery that | abandon
my project for a personal confession in order to give all my
attentionto finding out aboutthe conditionof womenin the
broadesterms.| wentto the Bibliotheque Nationaleto do some
reading, and what | studied were the myths of femininkgrge of
Circumstancepp.94-5



MASCULINE DOMINATION:
BEAUVOIR MEETS BOURDIEU

¥ Symbolic Domination
¥ Naturalization or Reversing Cause and Effect:



REVERSING CAUSE AND EFFECT

Thebiologicalappearancesndthevery real effectsthathave
beenproducedn bodiesandmindsby along collectivelabour
of socialization of the biological and biologicizatiointhe
soclialcombineto reverseaherelationshippetweerncauseand
effectsandto makea naturalizedsocialconstruction
(OgendersOsexuallycharacterizethabitus)appeaiasthe
grounding in nature of the arbitrary division which underlies
both reality and the representation of reality and which
sometimes imposes itself even on scientific research. (MD,
p.3,Seealso,MD, pp.22-3)



MASCULINE DOMINATION:
BEAUVOIR MEETS BOURDIEU

¥ Symbolic Domination

¥ Naturalization or Reversing Cause and Effect:
b Biology
b Psychoanalysis
P Historical Materialism
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¥ Symbolic Domination
¥ Naturalization or Reversing Cause and Effect
¥ TheHistoricalLaborof Dehistoricization



The Historical Labor of Dehistoricization

Olt follows that, in order to escape completely from essentialism,
one should not try to deny the permaneraresthe invariants,
which areindisputablypartof historicalreality; but, rather,one
mustreconstructhe history of the historicallabourof
dehistoricizationor, to putit anothemway, the history of the
continuougre)creatiorof the objective andsubjectivestructure of
masculine domination, which has gone on permanently so long a
therenhavebeenmenandwomen,andthroughwhichthe masculine
orderhasbeencontinuallyreproducedrom ageto age.In other
words, a Oa history of womenfich brings to light, albeit despite
itself, a large degree of constgnpermanencanust,if it wantsto

be consistent with itself, give a place, and no doubt the central
place, to the history of the agents and institutions which
permanenthcontributeto the maintenancef thesepermanences,
thechurchthe state educationasystemgetc.,andwhich mayvary,

at different times, in their relative weights and their functions.O
(Bourdieu,MD: 82-3)



MASCULINE DOMINATION:
BEAUVOIR MEETS BOURDIEU

¥ Symbolic Domination
¥ Naturalization or Reversing Cause and Effect

¥ TheHistorical Laborof Dehistoricization
b Materialist and Institutional History
b Mythologies



MASCULINE DOMINATION:
BEAUVOIR MEETS BOURDIEU

¥ Symbolic Domination
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¥ Producing the Gendered Habitus



PRODUCING THE GENDERED HABITUS

OThe work of transformation of bodies which is both sexually
differentiatedandsexuallydifferentiating and which is performed
partly through the effects of mimetic suggestion, partly through
explicit injunctionsandpartly throughthe whole symbolic
constructiorof theview of the biologicalbody (andin particularthe
sexualact,conceivecasanactof domination, possession), produces
systematically differentiated and differentiating habitus. The
masculinization of the male body and the feminization of the female
body,immenseandin a sensanteminabletaskswhich, perhapsow
morethanever,alwaysdemanda considerablexpenditureof time
andeffort, inducea somatizatiorof therelationof dominationwhich
is thusnaturalized.Bourdieu,MD: 55-6)

OOne is not born, but becomes, a wom#&B&auvoir, TSS, p.267)
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b FormativeYears (TheLesbian)
P WomanOs Situation (Prostitution)
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LOVE OF THE DOMINANT AND DOMINATION

Because differential socialization disposes men to love the games
powerandwomento love the menwho play them,masculine
charismas partly the charmof power,the seductiorthatthe
possession of power exerts, as such, on bodies whose drives an
desiresarethemselvepolitically socialized. Masculine domination
finds one of its strongest supports in the misrecognition which
resultsfrom the applicationto the dominantof categories
engendereth thevery relationshipof dominationandwhich can

lead to that extreme form of amor fati, love of the dominant and of
his domination, #bido dominantigdesire for the dominant) which
Implies renunciation of personal exercisailmido dominandjthe
desire to dominate). (Bourdieu, MD: 79-80)
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LIBERATION

OThis is a world of non-violence, made possible by the
establishmenof relationsbasedon full reciprocityand
authorizingthe abandonmerdndentrustingof self; aworld of
mutual recognition, which makest possible asSartre|[sic]

says, to feel Ojustified®existingOEthe world of
disinterestednesshich makes possible deinstrumentalized
relations, based on the happiness of giving happiness, of
finding in the wonderment of the other, especially at the
wonder he or she arouses, inexhaustible reasons for wonder.
(Bourdieu,MD:110)

OToemancipatevomanis to refuseto confineherto the

relations she bears to man, not to deny them to her; let her he
herindependengxistenceandshewill continuenonethelessto
exist for himalso: mutuallyrecognizingeachotherassubject,
eachwill yetremainfor the otheranother.O

(Beauvoir, TSS: 731)
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¥ Symbolic Domination

¥ Naturalization or Reversing Cause and Effect
¥ The Historical Labor of Dehistoricization

¥ Producing the Gendered Habitus

¥ Adaptations to Domination

¥ Liberation
b Equality in Inequality
b Social Equality
b Liberation(universality)



V. THEORY AND PRACTICE

¥ From Beauvoirto Fanon



THEORY AND PRACTICE

¥ From Beauvoirto Fanon
¥ Objectivity and Misrecognition



OBJECTIVITY AND “THE WOMAN QUESTION”

Very well, but just how shall we pose the guestion? And to begin
with, who arewe to propoundt atall? Manis atoncejudgeandparty
to thecaseputsois woman.Whatwe needis anangelbneitherman
norwomanbbutwhereshallwe find one?Still, theangelwould be
poorly qualified to speak, for an angeignorantof all the basicfacts
involvedin theproblemE It looksto measif thereare,afterall,
certainvomenwho arebestqualifiedto elucidatethe situationof
womanE Manyof todayOwomen fortunatein therestoratiorof all
the privileges pertaining to the estate of the human being, can affc
the luxury of impartialityNwe even recognize its necessity Many
problemsappeaito usto be morepressinghanthosewhich concern

us in particular, and this detachment even allows us to hope that c
attitude will be objective. Still, we know the feminine world more
Intimatelythando the menbecauseave haveour rootsin it, we grasp
more immediately than do men what it means to a human being tc
feminine;andwe aremoreconcernedvith suchknowledge.

(Beauvolir, TSS: xXxxili-XXXIV)
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THEORY AND PRACTICE

¥ From Beauvoirto Fanon

¥ Objectivity and Misrecognition
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¥ Domination and Difference Feminism



