
Special Seminar during the 2010-11 Academic Year

Sociology 994. Colloquium in Critical Sociology

Topic: Renewing Socialism for the 21st century and how to get there

(counting for 900-level-seminar credit)

Renewing Socialism for the 21st Century: Alternatives to Capitalism and How to Get There is a year-long series organized by sociology graduate students in conjunction with the Havens Center. As capitalism's economic and ecological crises grow more profound, we intend this series to focus on the alternatives. We hope to provoke discussion and debate about how the core ideas of socialism -- self-emancipation and struggle, ending exploitation -- might inform a new generation's challenge to capitalist crisis, exploitation, oppression and violence.

During the 2010-11 Academic Year, eight different visiting lecturers will come to Madison to speak on the theme of the series. Each visitor will be in residence for 3-4 days during which time they will give two lectures (Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon, 4-5:30) and lead an open seminar discussion on Thursday, 12:20-2:00. All of these events will be open to the public.

Students who would like to get sociology department seminar credit (three credits that count for the 900-level-seminar requirement) for participating in the seminar should enroll in Sociology 994 -- Colloquium in Critical Sociology --, and opt for taking: 1 credit during the fall and 2 credits during the spring; 2 credits during the fall and 1 credit during the spring; or 0 credit during the fall and 3 credits during the spring. Students interested in receiving credit for the seminar must inform us at renewingsocialism@gmail.com as soon as possible, before classes commence in the fall.  

This will count as a full seminar for the sociology department seminar requirement if the student fulfills the following requirements:

1. Active participation in the entire series. Audios of the lectures will be posted on the Havens Center website, so students who have to miss a given lecture can listen to them on line. Participation in the Thursday seminars is mandatory.

2. The Thursday before the speaker comes, the class will meet to discuss readings provided by the speaker of the following week. Participation in this discussion is mandatory.

3. Prepare a written commentary (250 words) on readings that accompany a visit for each week. The commentaries are due the Thursday before the speaker’s visit, which will be assembled and given to the speaker to inform the open seminar discussion the following Thursday. The commentaries should be sent to renewingsocialism@gmail.com . 

4. Write a term paper on a theme connected to the seminar to be completed by the end of the spring semester. The paper will be read and graded by Erik Olin Wright. Students are encouraged to send an outline of their paper to Erik.

In addition, there will be an opportunity to present the term paper at a mini-conference to be held immediately after the end of the spring semester most likely at Upham Woods, a UW facility on the Wisconsin River about an hour north of Madison. We hope to include students from NYU and York University (Canada) to the mini-conference.

The series will have eight speakers, each of whom will provide required readings. In addition to those required readings, we list below some optional background readings. The topics for each speaker in the list below are provisional.

LIST OF SPEAKERS

· during the Fall semester

SEPTEMBER 9-7: GLOBAL CRISIS, GLOBAL JUSTICE

David McNally, Political Science, York University (Canada)

“Global Slump: Capitalism’s Mutating Crisis”


Tuesday, Sept 7, 4pm, 206 Ingraham Hall

“Beyond the Market: Radical Alternatives to Market Socialism” 


Wednesday, Sept 8, 4pm, 8417 Social Science

Open Seminar for Students, Faculty and Public


Thursday, September 9, 12:20pm 8108 Social Science

OCTOBER 19-21: TOWARD AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

Sam Farber, Political Science, Brooklyn College

“Cuba 1959: Roads Chosen and Not Chosen”


Tuesday, October 19, 4pm, 206 Ingraham Hall

“Cuba Today: Current Trends and Future Developments”


Wednesday, October 20, 4pm, 8417 Social Science

Open Seminar for Students, Faculty and Public


Thursday, October 21, 12:20pm 8108 Social Science

NOVEMBER 9-11: THE DIALECTICS OF SOCIAL CHANGE

David Harvey, Anthropology, Graduate Center of the City University of New York (CUNY)

“Crisis Theory and the Current Conjuncture”


Tuesday, November 9, 4pm, 206 Ingraham Hall

“A Commentary on Marx’s Method”


Wednesday, November 10, 4pm, 8417 Social Science

Open Seminar for Students, Faculty and Public


Thursday, November 11, 12:20pm 8108 Social Science

DECEMBER 7-9: ECOSOCIALISM: THE RADICAL ALTERNATIVE

Michael Löwy, Sociology, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (France)

“What is Ecosocialism?”

Tuesday, December 7, 4pm, 206 Ingraham Hall

“Ecosocialism and Democratic Planning”


Wednesday, December 8, 4pm, 8417 Social Science

Open Seminar for Students, Faculty and Public


Thursday, November 11, 12:20pm 8108 Social Science

* during the Spring semester

FEBRUARY 22-24

Nancy Folbre, Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Topics: Socialism and Feminism // Building Institutional Designs to Foster Socialism

MARCH 8-10

Dana Cloud, Communication, University of Texas - Austin

Topics: Socialism and Sexuality

APRIL 5-7

Duncan Foley, Economics, New School for Social Research

Topics: Economic Institutions of Socialism // Self-Organization and Capitalism

APRIL 26-28

Vivek Chibber, Sociology, New York University

Topics: Socialism and Development // Socialism and the State
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