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|: Reflections on the First Conversati
¥ What 1s a conversation?

¥ Hrst Conversation
b Foundation: The logic of practice
P Borrowing: The idea of thefield
P Elaboration: CBuperstructuresO

P Disagreement: Class (un)formation
b Divergence: Exploitation



ll. History and Biography

¥ General convergences
¥ Divergenttrajectories



ll. History and Biography
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l1l. Durable Dominations

BOURDIEU

GRAMSCI



Symbolic Violence

OAnd another effect of the scholasticillusion is seenwhen people
describe resistance to domination in the language of
consciousness s does the whole Marxist tradition and also the
feminist theorists who, giving way to habits of thought, expect
political liberation to come from the Oraising of consciousneBO
Ignoring the extraordinary inertia which results from the
Inscription of social structures in bodies, for lack of a
dispositional theory of practices. While making things expolicit
can help, only a thoroughgoing process of countertraining,
involving repeated exercises, can, like an athleteOs training,
durably transform habitus.O

--- Pierre Bourdieu, PM, p.172
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Scientific field

OThescientificfield is anarmedstruggleamong
adversariesvho possessveaponsvhosepower
andeffectivenessiseswith the scientificcapital
collectively accumulated in and by the field (and
thereforejn theincorporaédstate,in eachof the
agentsandwho agreeat leastto appealo the
verdict of experience, the OrealO, as a kind of
ultimatereferee.QBourdieu,PM, p.113)



From Science to Politics

A soon as one ceases to deny the evidence of history and accepts that
reasons notrootedin anahistoricalnaure andthat,asa humaninvention,

It can only assert itself In socialmas capable of favouring its appearance
and its exercise, one can am onesdf with a historical science of the
historicalconditionsof its emergenceo try to strengthen everything that, in
each of the different fields, tentts favour the undivided rule of its specific
logic, in other words independencerfr any kind of extrinsic power or
authoritybtradition, religion, the State, marketforces.Onemightthen,in

this spirit, treat the realistic descriptiof the scientific field as a kind of
reasonableitopiaof whata political field conforming to democratic reason
might be like; or, more precisely, asnodel which, by comparison withy

the observed reality, would indicatesttrinciplesof actionaimedat
promoting the equivalent, within the political field, of whabbserved in
the scienificfield in its most autonoous forms, that is to say a regulated
competition,which would controlitself E by its ownimminentlogic,

through sacial mechanismscapable of forcing agentgo behaveOrationallyO
and to sublimate their drives. (Bourdieu, PM, p.126)
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Common Sense and Good Sense

The active man-in-the-mass has a pracacabity, but hasno cleartheoretical
consciousness of his practical activity, which nonethelessinvolves
understandingheworld in sofar asit transformat. His theoretical
consciousness can indeed be historically in oppositionto his activity. One
might aimost say he has two theoretical consciousnesses (or one contradictc
consciousness): one which isimplicit in his activity and which in reality unites
him with his fellow-workers in the practl transformation of the real world:
andone,superficiallyexplicit or verbal which he has inherited from the pas
and uncritically absorbed. But thisreal conceptions notwithoutits
consequences. It holds together a dmesocial group, it influences moral
conductandthedirectionof thewill, with varying efficacity, but often
powerfully enougho producea situationin which the contradictorystateof
consciousness does not permit of any action, anydecisionor anychoice,and
produces acondition of maral passivty. Critical understanding of self takes
place therefore through a strugglepofitical Ohegemoniesfd of opposing
directions, first in the ethical field andetiin thatof politics proper,in orderto
arrive at the working out at a highevés of oneOewn conceptiorof reality.
(Gramsci,PN: 333)
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IV: Organic and Traditional
Intellectuals



Organic Intellectuals

OEvensocialgroupcominginto existenceon the original terrain

of anessentiaeconomidunctionin theworld of production,
creategogethemwith itself, organically,oneor morestrataof
Intellectuals which give it homogeneity and awareness of its ov
function not only in the economic but also in the social and
political fields.O(Gramsci, PN, p.5)



Organic Intellectuals

OEvensocialgroupcominginto existenceon the original terrain

of anessentiaeconomidunctionin theworld of production,
creategogethemwith itself, organically,oneor morestrataof
Intellectuals which give it homogeneity and awareness of its ov
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OEthe myth of Oorganic intellectuah@ear to Gramsci.\B
reducingintellectualsto therole of the proletariatOSfellow
travelers,@is myth prevents them from taking up the defense c
their own interestsandfrom exploitingtheir mosteffectivemeans
of struggleon behalfof universalcauses.(@Bourdieu,
Olntellectual® the ModernWorld,Op.109)



Traditional Intellectuals

OE.experience through ae<pritde corpstheir uninterrupted
historical continuity and their special qualification, they thus put
themselvesorwardasautonomousndindependenof the
dominant social group@ramsci, PN: 7).



Traditional Intellectuals

OCultural producers will not find again a place of their own in the s
world unlesssacrificingonceandfor all the myth of the Oorganic
intellectual@without falling into the complementarynythologyof the
mandarin withdrawn from everythingheyagreeto work collectively
for thedefenseof theirinterests.This shouldleadthemto assert
themselvessaninternationabowerof criticism and watchfulness, or
even of proposals, in the face of the technocratsywothEan ambition
both morelofty andmorerealistic,and hencdimited to their own sphere
Pto getinvolvedin rationalactionto defend the economic and social
conditionsof theautonomyof thesesocially privilegeduniversesn
which the material and intellectual instruments of what we call Reasol
areproducedandreproducedThis Realpolitik of reason will
undoubtedly be suspected of corporatism. But it will be part of its te
prove, by the ends to which it puts the sorely won means of autonc
thatit is a corporatisnof the universal.@Rules of Artp.348)



Rapprochement

¥ Mirror Opposites

¥ War on Two fronts

¥ Public Sociology as two-headed monster
¥ University as Moden Pring?



